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At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN JULY--New construction outlays rose less than seasonally 













































in July to $4.4 billion, about the same as the record July 1956 figure. Seasonally adjust- | c1 
ed, the July 1957 figure was off 2 percent from June, reflecting shortages of cement and | gr 
concrete products in the Eastern and Gulf States.* While most types of public and private | bu 
construction were affected by cement shortages, the greatest dollar effect was in highway § de 
work, Although highway construction (anespecially large consumer of cement) rose slight - 
ly in July, the rise was much less than seasonal. Most types of nonresidential building de- § aw 
clined, and their seasonally adjusted July levels were the lowest or among the lowest this J se 
year. Public utility, military, and conservation projects, little affected by cement short- j wa 
ages, rose seasonally or more. Outlays for new private dwelling units rose seasonally J we 
by 4 percent. (* See Note at top of page 4.) CC 
HOUSING STARTS IN JUNE--Nonfarm housing starts declined seasonally to 97,000 units § ro 
in June, from 102,000 in May. Private units begun in June (92,000) were at a seasonally § inc 
adjusted annual rate of 970,000, about the same as in May. During the first 6 months § nei 
of 1957, a total of 506, 800 units (480, 000 private and 26, 800 public) were started--13 per- BL 
cent below the comparable 1956 figure and the lowest January-to-June total since 1949, 2 
The decline from 1956 was all in private housing, and the average seasonally adjusted yrs 
annual rate of private starts for the first half of the year fell 16 percent from 1,135, 000 6 
in 1956 to about 950, 000 in 1957. = 
FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN JUNE--Total housing starts volume under FHA and VA programs § cal 
increased at the same rate in June as in May--5 percent. However, the decline from § in| 
year-ago levels, evident since the latter part of 1955, continued in May. For the first 6 § sor 
months of 1957, the FHA starts total was down to about two-thirds of last year's figure for § cat 
the same period and VA starts had slipped to approximately half the volume reported for — me 
January-June 1956. VA appraisal requests, which have been declining since last Feb- WA 
ruary, fell 17 percent from May to June. Applications for FHA mortgages (excluding oat 
Capehart military housing) held relatively steady in June, for the third successive month, om 
and exceeded the year-ago figure for the first time in over 2 years. 3.4 
NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS IN MAY--The nonfarm mortgage recording total § con 
advanced as is usual from April to May, by 5 percent to $2.1 billion. All types of lend-§ A f 
ers shared inthe gain. Volume has been trailing year-ago levels, however, since the § cen 
close of 1955, and the $9. 8 billion total for the first 5 months of 1957 was 11 percent below § rate 
the same 1956 period. Decreases from last year, for the first 5 months, were greatest § tha 
for mutual savings banks, insurance companies, and commercial banks--ranging from 19 alm 
to 25 percent. Savings and loan associations reported a lesser decline (5 percent), and ere) 
they accounted for 38 percent of mortgage recordings during January-May 1957 (35 per- ie 3 
cent in the same 1956 period). Lending by individuals was up slightly over the year, for gro 
the first 5 months. May 
BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITY IN JUNE--Building permit valuations declined 5 percent § wer 
in June to $1.7 billion--reflecting curtailed permit activity for all major types of build- § pha! 
ing except industrial plant. The $9.1 billion total for the first half of 1957 was 7 percent § and 
less thanin the same 1956 period because of lower permit valuations for housing, stores, Gro 
and industrial building. However, moderate over-the-year gains occurred for other§ for 
types of nonresidential building. Regional data available through May show a strong up-§ ™or 
surge this year over last in private apartment building in the West, the South, and the § con 
North Central States although dwelling-unit volume as a whole was down from 1956 in all § ¢t;,, 
of the 4 broad regions. ever 
PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN MAY--Public contract award activity expanded 14 per-§ ¢vid 
cent in May to $1.1 billion, bringing the total for the first 5 months of 1957 to more thang leve: 
$4.8 billion, or 17 percent above the same 1956 period. The April-to-May rise reflected Work 
gains for all major classes of State and local construction, particularly sewer and water§poy 
facilities, hospitals, and schools. In the federally owned segment, the only significant§t,,., 
increases from April were for armed services (Capehart) housing and for administrative only 
buildings. Almost all major kinds of public work shared in the advance over the first 5B fect, 
months of 1956, but the largest gains were in Federal or federally aided programs, such§ 7), 
as armed services housing, conservation and development, and highways. the 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS IN JUNE AND JULY--The value of construction contracts ts 
ver: 





for the first half of 1957, as reported by the F. W. Dodge Corp., showed a moderate in- 
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At a Glance 


crease from the comparable 1956 period (5 percent). The largest gain was in the utilities 
group, which showed a 49-percent increase from the first half of 1956. Nonresidential 
building and public works showed gains in 1957 of 5 and ll percent, respectively. Resi- 
dential awards were still below last year's total, by about 5 percent. 

Reports of the Engineering News-Record on the value of large construction contracts 
awarded during the 12 months ending in July continue to show a downtrend in the private 
sector, but this was virtually offset by an uptrend in the public sector. Awards for high- 
ways and bridges, which amounted toover a sixth of the overall total in the last 12 months, 
were the major source of strength in public construction. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN JUNE--The Department of Commerce composite cost index 
rose fractionally for the second consecutive month in June. The advance brought the 
index to 137 percent of the 1947-49 average, 4 percent above June 1956. All the compo- 
nent indexes contributed to this movement. 


BUILDING MATERIALS PRICES IN JUNE--The wholesale price index for building mate- 
rials remained in June at the April and May level of 130.7 (1947-49=100)--marking the 
eighth consecutive month of relative stability in the index. There were fractional sea- 
sonal price increases for prepared paints, western pine, millwork, sand, gravel, crushed 
stone, and building brick. Higher productioncosts were reflected in price rises for es- 
calators and elevators, and for softwood plywood. These rises were offset by declines 
in prices for Douglas fir and southern pine lumber because of slackened demand, and for 
some metal building products (principally aluminum screening, nonmetallic sheathed 
cable, and galvanized pipe and sheets) because of lower costs for the basic nonferrous 
metals used in their fabrication. 


WAGE SCALES IN THE BUILDING TRADES' SECOND QUARTER, 1957--The increase in 
union wage scales in the building trades during the second quarter of 1957 was larger and 
more widespread than in the same 1956 quarter. On the average, wage rates advanced 
3.4 percent for 70 percent of the unionized workers covered inthe recent 100-city survey, 
compared with a 2.4-percent rise for 60 percent of the workers in the like 1956 period. 


A fourth of the latest upward adjustments provided raises of 10 cents an hour; a fifth, 15 
cents; and another fourth, more than 15 cents. As of July 1, 1957, the estimated average 
rate for all union building trades workers was $3.20 an hour--l6 cents (5. 3 percent) more 
than a year earlier. Average gains from 1956 ranged from 12.5 cents for plasterers to 
almost 17 cents for plumbers. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTPUT IN MAY--The output of construction materials 
in May showed mixed movements. Most groups showed increases from April, but all 
groups with the exception of paint, varnish, and lacquer (which reached a new postwar 
May high) were below May 1956 levels. Iron and steel products, up 3 percent from April, 
were only about 5 percent below their alltime high of May 1956. On the other hand, as- 
phalt products (off 10 percent from April) fell to the lowest May level since 1949. Heating 
and plumbing equipment (off 6 percent from April) declined to the lowest May since 1952. 
Groups closely allied with residential building have shown sharp drops. Comparing data 
for the first 5 months, hardwood flooring production was off 18 percent from 1956; com- 
mon and face brick production, 20 percent; and warm-air furnace shipments, 15 percent. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN JUNE--Employment in contract con- 
struction rose seasonally from May to June, by 130,000 workers to 3,210,000. How- 
ever, June employment just equalled the comparable 1956 figure, continuing the trend 
evident since March, when the rate of gainover the year-ago level began to narrow. The 
leveling off from 1956 reflects partly the larger number of workers affected by major 
work stoppages in contract construction this year than a year ago. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS IN MAY--Weekly earnings rose in all major segments of con- 
tract construction during May, toa $106.11 average--$1.23 above the April figure and 
only $1.03 less than the alltime high of last October. The advance over the month re- 
flected rising basic wage rates as wellas a small but general expansion in the workweek. 
Thus far in 1957, the workweek has been relatively stable, and on the average was about 
the same as in the first 5 months of 1955 and 1956. Hourly earnings averaged 17 cents 
more than in May 1956 because of higher wage rates. Gains in weekly pay over May 1956 
averaged $5.50 for the industry as a whole and ranged from $3.91 on nonbuilding con- 
struction to $6.03 for employees of special trades contractors. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


Part A--Construction Put in Place 


NOTE: In order to take account of the effects of cement shortages on construction activity in July, a 
special survey was conducted during the past few weeks by the Business and Defense Services Admini- 
stration, U. S. Department of Commerce. Direct reports were obtained from a sample of contractors 
throughout the United States who are primarily engaged in nonresidential building and nonbuilding con- 
struction. In addition, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Department of Labor, secured data on the 
dollar value of new construction put in place on Federal and federally aided construction projects (in- 
cluding military, conservation, and highway work), based chiefly on actual project progress reports for 
July, obtained through the cooperation of Federal agencies in charge of construction programs. No 
study was undertaken to determine the dollar value effect of cement shortages on residential house- 
keeping building. Except where noted, the July 1957 figures in Part A have been adjusted to reflect 
the effects of cement shortages. 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 


Value (im millions of doliars) Percent change 


1 1957 1956 First 7 months uly 1957 from-- Fi 
Type of construction | 1956 | July irst 7 


June July months, 
(1) 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 4, 403 4, 347 4, 420 25, 886 


+ 
— 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 3, 047 3, 004 3, 107 18, 358 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 1, 556 1,526 1,674 9,144 
New dwelling units $4.25 1,085 1, 260 6, 705 
Additions and alterations *391 401 371 2, 180 
Nonhousekeeping 40 40 43 259 
Nonresidential buildings 774 786 788 $,155 
Industrial 262 270 271 1, 881 
Commercial. 307 309 332 1,956 
Office buildings and warehouses: 152 153 146 997 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 155 156. 186 959 
Other nonresidential buildings 205 207 185 1, 318 
Religious 75 73 67 475 
Educational 42 43 48 288 
Hospital and institutional 41 43 26 265 
Social and recreational. 27 26 25 170 
Miscellaneous 20 22 19 120 
Farm construction 166 156 165 873 
Public utilities 517 468 3, 081 
40 41 254 

Telephone and telegraph 96 94 639 
Other public utilities : 381 333 2, 188 
All other private 19 12 105 


(+++ 


+++ereei+i 
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2 
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| 
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PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 1,343 313 7,528 
Residential buildings 39 23 239 
Nonresidential buildings 405 378 2, 548 
Industrial 43 38 290 
Educational 254 231 1,594 
Hospital and institutional 32 26 199 
Administrative and service 38 35 238 
Other nonresidential buildings 38 48 227 
Military facilities 110 136 681 
535 518 2, 520 

Sewer and water systems 120 122 767 
66 68 428 

; 54 54 339 

Public service enterprises 38 41 212 
Conservation and development 83 84 490 
All other public 13 11 71 
Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. * Not adjusted for effect of cement shortages. | ** Based chiefly on actual project prog 


reports, which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types of work shown. (State and locally owned highway-data were ad 
justed on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 
(Value, in millions of dollars) 


1956 1957 
T of construction 
i ir Ts [a soso Te 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 3,964) 3,544) 3, 182] 3,000 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ...... 2,922| 2,654] 2,311} 2,217 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 1,521] 1,362] 1,137] 1,048 
New dwelling units 
Additions and alterations .. 
Nonhousekeeping 
Nonresidential buildings 


Office buildings 
and warehouses 
Stores, restaurants, 
and garages..............0.0: 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Religious. 
Educational. 
Hospital & institutional 
Social and recreational... 
Miscellaneous 
Farm construction. 
Public utilities 
MI isscsicss secasptecorsensaneteon 
Telephone and telegraph .... 
Other public utilities.......... 
All other private 


Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 


Educational 
Hospital and institutional .. 
Administrative & service ... 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 
Military facilities 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems........ 


Public service enterprises .... 
Conservation & development.. 
All other public 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. * Not adjusted for effect of cement shortages. | **Based chiefly on actual project progress 
reports, which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types of work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were ad- 
justed on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) 


COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 
NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH 


- New England 3. E. N. Central 4. W. N. Central 5. S. Atlantic 6. E. S. Central 
Connecticut Illinois Iowa Delaware Alabama 
Maine jana Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 
Vermont North Dakota N.. lina . W. S. Central 

South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas 

. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana 
New Jersey VW. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas 
Pennsylvania 


NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 
NORTHEAST——29.5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL——29.0 percent. SOUTH—27,7 percent. WEST—13.8 percent. 
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Cnart New Construction Put in Place 


Billions of Dollars Billions of Dollars 


ANNUAL DATA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL_RATE 
TOTAL 


50 


PRIVATE 


9 oo 
en ee ot ae ge emer me - 
PUBLIC 


1940 1945 1950 1955 1956 1957 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-A 





Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 


- “ (Value, in millions of dollars) 


Seasonally adjusted annual rate 
‘ 9 — ee eee ee ee ee a ee Annual total 
Type of construction 1956 , ; _. aor 





Apr. - May” : June / ~ ‘July 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION ...........0:.0.006. 46, 656| 46,932 | 47, 160) 46, 380 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 32, 652 32,844) 32,712] 33,000 | 33,216| 32,880 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 16,932| 16,764} 16,656| 16,320) 16,020] 16, 248 |*16, 284 
Nonresidential buildings 8,988] 8,976] 9,156] 9,252] 9,396] 9,348] 8,964 
Industrial 3,168} 3,240] 3,288| 3,324 3,336| >,276| 3,180 
Commercial 3,504] 3,396] 3,504] 3,540} 3,648) 3,636] 3,468 
Office buildings and warehouses 1,704} 1,692] 1,740] 1,776] 1,884] 1,932] 1,848 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 1,800] 1,704] 1,764] 1,764] 1,764} 1,704] 1,620 
Other nonresidential buildings 2,316] 2,340] 2,364] 2,388] 2,412) 2,436| 2,316 
Farm construction 1,452] 1,476] 1,488] 1,500] 1,524] 1,560| 1,572 ee 
Public utilities... 5,124] 5,352] 5,364] 5,460] 5,856] 5,856] 5,892 All “ 
All other private 156] 168} 180| 180] 204) 204] 168 a 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 14, 196 | 13,476 | 13,896| 13,944] 13,932 | 13,944] 13, 500 ee 
Residential buildings 360 372 360 396 456 456| **516 Nonre: 
Nonresidential buildings 4,464] 4,200] 4,392] 4,560] 4,536] 4,548] 4,332 Inds 
Military facilities 1,380} 1,296] 1,248] 1,248| 1,224] 1,188 |**1, 248 Edu 
Highways 5,292] 4,872] 5,208] 4,968] 4,920] 5,016 |**4, 740 Hos 
Sewer and water systems 1,368| 1,344] 1,356] 1,332] 1,320} 1,272 Oth 
780 768 744 732 732 708 Milita 

. 588 576 612 600 588 564 Highw 
Public service enterprises. ...............0010++ 408 384, 396 432 408 348 Sewer 
Conservation and development 840 840 888 888 876 **924 Publi 
All other public 120] 120] 132] 144] 132] 120 ; 





eee seid peices ; j Conse 
Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. —_* Not adjusted for effect of cement shortages.  ** Based chiefly on actual project progress All ott 
reports, which reflect all current influences on construction activity for the types of work shown.. (State and locally owned highway data were ad- — 
justed on the basis of findings from the federally aided portion.) Source 
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Hew Comntuastion Put i: in ’ Place 
(In 1947-49 Prices) 





Chart 2 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57 -10-8 
wey 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 


(Millions of dollars) 
1957 Year 


; Ee 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION.......... ‘ : oe a 3 3,190 | 29, 123 34, 933 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ............. 4 : 1,891 | 2,045 | 2,177 | 19,889 , .3 24, 963 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) .... b 993 | 1,071 | 1,154 | 10,772 ‘ , 13, 613 
Nonresidential buildings 516 537 561 4,211 ; i 6, 587 
Industrial 195 193 191 1,909 ‘ é 2, 304 
Office buildings 
and warehouses 100 107 112 461 1, 289 
Stores, restaurants, and garages 92 101 111 525 1, 441 
Other nonresidential bldgs......... 136 147 1, 316 . : 1,553 
Farm construction 112 124 1, 643 ’ , 1, 266 
Public utilities 313 326 3,194 " \ 3,416 
All other private ; 12 12 69 90 81 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 924 | 1,013 | 9,234 | 9, 9,970 
Residential buildings 28 30 550 225 
Nonresidential buildings 279 287 3, 465 G y 3,016 
Industrial 31 30 1, 384 . , 338 
Educational 170 180 | 1,375 , ® 1, 887 
Hospital and institutional 24 23 401 220 
Other nonresidential building .... 54 54 305 571 
Military facilities 75 82 | 1,195 , 1,085 
Highways 386 452 2, 489 . . i 3,920 
Sewer and water systems 76 78 639 859 
Public service enterprises 21 22 129 240 
Conservation and development 51 54 731 556 
All other public 8 8 36 69 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Source of funds, 1956 1957 July 1957 from~ | Fiese 7 


ownership, and July June | months, 
type of construction July Mar. June 1956 1956 1957 | 1956-57 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .... 6, 883 7, 528 +9 
Federal funds 1,898 2, 195 +16 
Direct Federal 1, 472 1,548 + § 
Federal grants-in-aid! 426 647 +52 
State and local funds 4, 985 5, 333 +7 


1,472 1,548 +§ 
Residential buildings 3 49 (3) 
Nonresidential buildings. 309 359 +16 
3 +33 
19 +53 
Administrative and service 3 ll +82 
Other nonresidential .................. 39 s 
Military facilities 750 <i 
Highways 44 +11 
Conservation and development. 359 +12 
All other federally owned 5 +29 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 696 s 5,411 +11 
Residential buildings 26 148 +28 
Nonresidential buildings 294 1, 953 +12 
214 1, 442 +10 
Hospital................ 23 141 +21 
Administrative a 29 173 +26 
Other nonresidential .................. 28 197 re 
Highways 226 2, 276 +9 
Sewer and water systems 104 699 
58 386 


46 313 +8 
All other State and locally owned. 46 335 +2 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. * Based chiefly on actual project progress reports, which reflect all current influences on 
construction activity for the types of work shown. (State and locally owned highway data were adjusted on the basis of findings from the federally 
aided portion.) 1 Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, schools, hospitals, airports, and miscel- 
laneous community facilities. Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. Percent increase exceeds 300. 


First ¢ 
First ¢ 


1956: 





Part B--Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 


1 Type of structure 


Ownership Location 
Units in 2-or-more family structures 
5 2-4 5-or-more 
family family 


Metro- |Nonmetro-| 1-family 
politan politan houses All 


NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


Private 
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SOUR KF KF OONNNOHA CHOUOYUNWYRFNDWYRAY 


ow nN 
AkHUVYOYVNnNWOWOAYW 


First 6 months, 
First 6 months, 1957 
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93. 
69. 
80. 
04. 
99. 
03. 
90. 
91. 
77. 
62. 
60. 
63. 
79. 
89. 
96. 
92. 


First 6 months, 
May-June 1957 
June 1956-57 


_ 


Year: 1946 
1947 .... 
1948 .... 


1951 
1952 .... 
1953 .... 


wi WP 2 
(ove & 


Pye 
em NN 
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Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. 2 Annual data 
not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. 3 Not available before January 1954. Tabulations showing the 
gumber of units in 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. 4 Not yet available. 
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Apr. 





719 662 
710 802 
990 
885 929 
1,390 
990 948 
slid ) y 1, 037 ‘ 1,029 
a 5 ‘ ‘ 1, 134 
1954*........ : . 1, 116 ’ 1, 181 
, 3 : 1, 314 1, 374 1, 371 
1, 094 1, 157 1,091 
FT sas 933 940 970 
Source: Department of Labor. * Includes final revisions for 1954 and preliminary adjustment of 1957 data, in accordance with procedure out- 
lined in Revised BLS Seasonal Index of Private Nonfarm Housing Starts (in Construction Review, June 1956, pp. 11-13). New interim seasonal 
index numbers for preliminary adjustment of 1957 data are as follows: Jan., 75; Feb., 81; Mar., 102; Apr., 114; May, 117; June, 114; July, 111 
Aug., 110; Sept., 107; Oct., 104; Nov., 90; Dec., 75. 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


Jan.| Feb. Mar. | Apr. | May June | July Aug. | Sept. | occ. | Nov. | Dec. | Year 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 


$5,250] $5,400] $5,850] $5,575] $5,475] $5,425] $5,375] $5,450} $5,450] $5,625 $5,675] $5,575] $5,525 
5, 700 5, 825 6,150} 6,275 6,450} 6,725} 6,950) 7,025 7,275} 7,525 7,650} 6,750 
7, 250 7,450} 7,550] 7,775 8,050} 8,050} 8,100} 7,900] 7,825] 7,900] 7,900} 7,850 
7,650 7,525] 7,450] 7,500 7,675| 7,525} 7,650] 7,725] 7,675) 7,675] 7,625} 7,625 
7,850} 8,225] 8,450 8,750} 8,875] 9,125} 8,900} 9,200] 9,075} 9,200} 8,675 
9,250} 9,175| 9,325 9,475] 9,400} 9,300} 9,450} 9,225} 9,250} 9,125] 9,300 
9,275| 9,350} 9,550 9,675} 9,500} 9,425] 9,600} 9,525} 9,550] 9,525] 9,475 
9,600} 9,800} 10,000 10,000} 10,125} 10,175} 10,200} 10,175} 9,975} 10,000} 9,950 
9,800} 10,075} 10, 600 10,750} 10,850} 10,750} 10,675} 10,800} 10,850} 11,075] 10,625 
11,125} 11,250} 11,250 11,400] 11,475} 11,425] 11,525} 11,575} 11,575] 11,625] 11,350 
11,750} 12,150] 12,275 12,300} 12,375} 12,275] 12,325} 12,425} 12,675] 12,350] 12,225 

12,175} 12,400} 12,525} (1) (1) (1) 


_ Percent change, 1956 to 1957 


17.5] 15.5] 8.1] 7 es -- | < | a re 


Source: Department of Labor 1 Not yet available. 














Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region ! 





Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent 


1956 1957 First 3 months change, 
lst 3 mos. 
Mar. | Aug. | Sept. Oct. | Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. 1956 1957 1956-57 


98.6 | 103.9 | 93.9] 93.6] 77.4 | 63.6) 63.0 | 65.8 | 87.0 252. 1 215.8 -14.4 


Northeast ...... | 18.9] 20.8 | 19.2 20.1} 16.5 12.4 9.3 9.7 14.8 45.7 33.8 -26.0 
North Central. | 26.1] 29.2 | 28.1 26.2] 19.2 14.2] 10.7 14.0 22.1 58.2 46.8 ~19.6 
29.2 | 30.7 | 28.1 27.5| 22.7 21.1] 24.8 24.6 29.4 83.2 78. 8 ~%o 
24.4 | 23.2 | 18.5 19.8] 19.0 15.9} 18.2 17.5 20.7 65.0 56.4 -13.2 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR bod CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-57 -40-D 
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Table B-5: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started in Selected States, by Ownership 
Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) Percent change, 
- aan _ _ first quarter, 
First quarter, 1957 _ First quarter, 1956 1956, year 1956-57 








Total Private Total Private Total Private Total 
UNITED STATES, TOTAL...... 215.8 202. 5 252. 1 244.6 | 1,118.1 | 1,093.9 
Selected States, total 158.4 154.6 192.2 186.2 839.0 820.9 
As percent of U. S. total (73. 4) (76. 3) (76.2) (76.1) (75.0) 
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47. 178. 3 
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Source: Department of Labor. NOTE: Table B-5, introduced in this issue, will appear quarterly hereafter, in the February, May, August, 
and November issues. See Housing Starts in Selected States, 1954-56 (in Construction Review, June 1957, pp. 4-6) for annual data and for anal- 
ysis of homebuilding and population trends in the States shown. 
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Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stages of FHA and VA Programs 


Number (in thousands) of new dwelling units in-- Percent of total 


. FHA at Starts under FHA mortgages private starts under 
Period eet VA inspection of-- insured VA inspection of-- 
——— appraisal - loans 
Excluding | requests VA closed 
Capehart ! 


Year: ; ; 486.7] (2) 
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Percent change, 


1956 to 1957 


Source: Yable compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the federal Housing Administration (HHF A) and the Veterans 
Adininistration. 1 Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose in- 
spection during construction is under auspices of Department of Defense. Not available. NOTE: Beginning with this issue, table B-6 
is expanded to show data for mortgages closed under FHA and VA programs. For a description of the FHA and VA series, see FHA-VA Housing 
Starts and the Housing Market (in Construction Review, June 1957, pp. 4-13). 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of $20,000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 
Total Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by-- 


Average i 
sember oneal All Savings Insurance | Commercial All other 
(in thou- ot and loan 7 bank fond 
sands) (dollars) lenders associations | So™panies nks enders 
2, 299 


2,774 
2, 572 
2,651 
3,055 
4,272 
5, 265 
4,917 


First 5 mos., 1956.... 2, 035 
First 5 mos., 1957.... 1, 781 


1956: 425 
410 


425 
452 
388 
438 
401 
369 
376 
325 
351 
357 


l 
~~, 

! 
N 
\o 





Perceat ch 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. ~~ | Change of less than 
one-half of 1 percent. 
(NOTE: Tables B-8 and B-9, Housing Vacancy Rates, are shown quarterly in the March, June, September, and December issues.) 





Part C--Building Permits 


Table C-1: Building Permit Activity: Current Summary, by Type of Building Construction 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) 
Type of building 


construction 
All building construction ! 


Public 


New dwelling units ? 880. 6 963.6 
Number of new dwelling units (80, 000) (85, 184) | (81, 495) (88, 156) | (426, 699) (514, 127) 
New nonresidential building 650. 8 675.1 621.8 696. 8 3, 437.6 3, 359.6 
Commercial buildings 178.5 218.5 191.6 216.7 999. 3 1,071.4 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .... 85.3 89.6 86. 4 86.9 455.9 531.0 
All other commercial buildings 93.2 128.9 105. 2 129.8 543.4 540. 4 
Community buildings.... 222. 1 240.9 214.9 215.9 1, 210.5 1,115.8 
Industrial buildings 102. 3 96. 2 102. 8 120.8 568. 4 640. 9 
All other nonresidential buildings 147.9 119.5 112.5 143.4 659. 4 531.5 


Additions, alterations, and repairs 190. 8 198. 2 180. 1 172.9 974.6 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 2 Housekeeping only. 
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SCURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-E 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percert 


change, 
Type of building | 1956 | 1957 First 5 months 8 


lst 5 


construction annie 


UNITED STATES 


All building construction 2 
New dwelling units 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings ..... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community buildings : 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential . 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


VN ON WDWWDODK SKN OS 


SCOROCMUMUAGVHRHROWUANYD 


SONONWYWKOOYUYQDRK RK ORNNA 


All building construction 2 
New dwelling units > 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bidgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 


— 


YreeeaSesBatvra’s 


ANUONKWY RK ONMORWDDMOH UN 
RANNAAN KH BOW r DWN 


OK AUUHOCONNORPROONO 


All building construction ? 
New dwelling units > 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential .... 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings ... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region'--Continued 


Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 
change, 
lst 5 


th 
er me Tome [ner eT 
South 


Type of building 1956 1957 First 5 months 
construction 


oe 
wa 
a 
_ 


All building construction 
New dwelling units > 
New nonresidential buildin, 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings ... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bidgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings.. 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 
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All building construction ? 
New dwelling units > 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions, alterations, and repairs 
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-34 
+39 
+95 
- 6 
+3 
Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. ? In- 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. 4 Change of less than one-half of 1 
percent. 
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Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 








Type of building 
Amusement buildings..............:.0:sss0ssee lees 
Commercial garages 
Educational buildings 
Garages, private residential............ .......... 
Gasoline and service stations 
Industrial buildings 
Institutional buildings. 
Office buildings 
Religious buildings 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Valuation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structere, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region ! 


(Housekeeping units only) 


Number of dwelling units 
a Ll 1957____| First 5 months || 1956 | 1957 |_First 5 months 
a | May [ Ape. | May [1956 [1957 [May | Ape. | May | 1956 | 1957 


UNITED STATES 
All new dwelling units.. h ; ‘ 5 ‘ ; 425,969 | 346, 721 
Privately owned : : ; . " 417,450} 341,728 
j 369, 035 | 280,598 
19, 835 20, 795 
28, 580 40, 335 


All new dwelling units.. . ; ’ , L 86. 966 

Privately owned . . . : ° 82, 707 

1-family . ; : ‘ , 71, 820 

2-4 family . ‘ ' 4 La | 4, 266 

5-or-more family .... . . p -1 | 6, 621 
Publicly owned : . : 


All new dwelling units... . " ; 110, 846 
Privately owned h " i 108, 160 
101, 538 
3, 988 
2, 634 


318.0 
10.0 


5-5 
4.0 
8.7 
1.9 
5-3 
4.6 
2.0 
6.8 


5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 


115,597 | 101,694 
114, 259 99, 195 
102, 998 85, 411 
4, 890 4, 867 
6, 371 8,917 
1, 338 2, 499 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately owned 


5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 


All new dwelling units.. b : ; ; 112, 560 | 101, 930 
Privately owned . , ; 4 112,324 | 101,439 
92,679 | 72,859 

1 | 6,691 | 7,947 

5-or-more family .... , 3 , 4 | 12,954 | 20,633 
Publicly owned . . . . . 236 491 


Source: Department of Labor. t Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


= si Building Permit Activity, By Regions 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-F 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


Percent 
change, 

Apr. 1956 1957 lst 4 mos. 
1956-57 


(Millions of dollars) 


State 


ALL STATES 
Metropolitan areas 
Nonmetropolitan areas 
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Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


id 1957 Percent 

Stat change, 
- lst 4 mos. 
= | bee | = fre | mae | ane | ise 1957 | 195657 


ALL STATES § 327, 881 -20 
Metropolitan areas 252, 817 -20 
Nonmetropolitan areas 23, 7% 706 | 12,098) 12,763 | _75, 064 


Arizona 


California ... 
Colorado 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
Massachusetts 


Michi gan........s.ccccssseeeeees Rsesreceene 
Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


New York 16, 193 
North Carolina 2, 984 
North Dakota 207 


11,571 
Oklahoma 1,924 


1, 455 
Pennsylvania 8,026 
Rhode Island ... as 66 672 
South Carolina ... = 1,194 
South Dakota 200 


Tennessee 2,993 
16, 757 


Vermont ... = 
III. sciitsrincashssdinnssoseseerivseti - 


Washington 


West Virginia 
Visconsin 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


(Millions of dollars) 






























































Percent 
Metropolitan area a ; 
N 
Ween Dt... sccininntntenieninctionnionisi 9 7.5 10.8 5 12.4 19.8 . +24 N 
leben B08. sccesinscecersvetsnsennitonnsees 2 27.3 14.5 .0 14.8 18.8 8 +2 
Birmingham, Ala. ...........s-sssesseeesenes .0 5.0 6.2 oe 5.0 7.0 .6 -8 
II IDS. seckcsstnsecrescieetntenssciseition Ls 14.1 10.8 .8 32.7 15.6 oF +7 
Buffalo, N.Y. sccccccccccscesrcccsccsccccsccseves fs 6.1 6.0 .0 12.3 15.0 .6 -15 
Chicago, Ul). ....ncccccccccrcccscsssseseseseeseses 9 67.8 63.7 4 100.5 119.2 0 -6 
Cleveland, Ohi0  .......cccccccccsscncccecccccee 0 13.9 12.0 i? 29.5 27.6 ie -24 
Cabepaiies, CURD eccesieceevrsnnsenssiisorssionsie = 7% 4.5 vi 10.5 8.7 “8 -18 
Demver, Colo. — accccomscecccessccccecerssescees 8 8.8 14.8 .8 15.8 13.9 7 -7 
Detroit, Mich. ....ccccscressssccsceccessccseces 4 23.7 29.2 .6 49.2 63.2 6 -19 
Indianapolis, Ind. ..........seseseseeseeseee id 4.6 62 ae 15.3 8.2 .0 +18 
Los Angeles, Calif. .........ssseseseesees . 103.3 09.0 ef 141.2 137.5 8 -10 
I DE iasiswiss ensemicsncrnncinceramesvecees 7 16.9 22.5 .0 26.4 25.2 4 +19 
DiRR epee, WE eon... 00scceccescaseerre vores 5 | 8.7 8.6 4 15.6 17.6 Fs +3 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey. -4 | 105.4 79.0 -4 111.4 122.3 aD a 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. .................- .0 2 7 3.8 .4 4.3 3.5 7 0 
Pe, BR a 5. ivsnciccsiesasdinemosses 9 | 36 25.8 me 31.6 49.7 4 oo A 
Phoenix, Ariz. ...... 3 8.5.| 10.3 9 10.1 14.7 4 +17 
Rochester, N. Y. ae 3.0 2.9 oe 5.0 6.8 “a + 3 
Sale Lake City, Utah............. a .6 2.6 3.0 8 tot 4.1 8 -14 
RR Fe tssntvsessictctbinciisemnce .6 18.0 22.0 eh 18.5 23.6 8 +29 Al 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. ..... 3 27.1 30.3 ce 33.3 44.9 4 -14 Ne 
INES TRIN. pessecsscsesnccisitnsceicstncnsees LS 9.4 12.3 S 13.3 13.2 -6 | Ne 
Washington, D.C. ...s.ccccssesseeereeesenes 33.3 12.3 16.4 % 23.4 31.5 5 
Source: Department of Labor. 
Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 
(Housekeeping only) 
: Percent 
: change, 
Pa GR, cccntinnrerenecscenecerennseneencvnen 2, 660 
Baltimore, Md. .....cccccscccccccccscscssssceee 4,527 + 3 
Birmingham, Ala. ........+-ssessesesereeses 1, 428 -§ 
Beaten, MABB.« .cccescersreserserescscersesensee 2, 164 -30 Ad 
BBs Tn. quncsenccersicseneniessncnecean 1,941 ~40 
Chidcage, TL. .ccccessscescsceccccsnssssosssccsces 13,677 -23 
COIR, TDI. cccccscenssscrnnenseosonetneses 3,004 —24 
Columbus, Ohid ......c.cccecssrsneresereeeees 1, 359 33 All 
Denver, Colo. .......c-rsscccrcesesssnsesseseeees 2, 660 24 N 
IEE CRN. cesensiccninsssnsinonnsensnnnenneet 7, 119 -39 tle 
Indianapolis, Ind. ....... 1, 250 -10 , 
Los Angeles, Calif.  ............+ 29 -14 
I SIN. Seiscaserenscesnesebeciapatenioresiseel ea 
I TRO nasi cccssctssinscicernntorrensd -9 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey} g 171 -32 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. .................. -35 
Phas pbe, Pa... .ais..c.cccssctosnsesrccnees -38 
a See nd +24 ( 
Masbate, BE. Yn... ccerescesssecersosses -§8 
Sale Lake City, Utah ..........00+ — -36 
San Diego, Calif. ..........serersressnereee +22 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. ..... -32 ; 
Is TIN. soniesnctesniccnennnscencnenei 
Washington, D. Cy .........secerererenereeees ; 
Source: Department of Labor. A 


























































CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas 
by Type of Building Construction 


April 1957 (Thousands of dollars) 


Atlanta, | Baltimore,| Birmingham, |Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cleveland, | Columbus, 
Ga. Md. Ala. Mass. N. Y. Ill. Ohio Ohio 


, All building construction | alae 19,848 | 18,801 6,958 | 15,607 






















Type of building 
construction 























119, 155 8, 735 

‘ New —s Ne asians once 7, 729 12, 353 3, 353 7, 909 60, 766 5, 803 
New nonresidential building ................ 10, 112 5,179 2, 478 5,010 49, 042 2, 008 
Commercial buildings ....................... 4, 224 1, 702 841 1,177 8, 469 515 
Amusement buildings .................... 0 798 74 233 1, 328 1l 

Commercial garages ..............::0000 174 24 11 79 0 0 

Gasoline and service stations...... 58 259 69 180 653 145 

IE Posi cakeisncisincnccosecess 115 360 441 162 2, 282 25 

Stores and other mercantile bldgs.| 3, 878 261 246 524 4, 206 334 

Community buildings..................0.000 3,624 2, 114 656 3,429 16, 742 521 
Educational buildings.................... 1,091 483 2, 391 10, 681 0 

Institutional buildings .................. 0 0 225 2, 122 200 

Religious buildings ...................... 1,023 173 814 3, 939 321 

Garages, private residential ............ 108 35 145 2, 329 179 

Industrial buildings..................cs00s0 164 675 180 553 11,519 210 

; UNIO PRED ssissnscsssesnsstiscsiese erie 500 90 0 0 6, 662 122 
Public utilities buildings 313 134 54 28 2, 786 450 

a All other nonresidential buildings .. 278 47 24 534 11 
| Additions, alterations, and repairs...... 1, 266 1,127 2, 686 8, 155 924 








“ ‘ . Los New York- | Norfolk- 
— =~ Angeles, Northeastern | Portsmouth, 











| Calif. New Jersey Va. 
a All building construction ? .................. 3,470 
New dwelling umits ?...............c..:sscsseee 2,214 
Pe New nonresidential building ................ 848 
ie Commercial buildings..................000- 230 
Amusement buildings .................... 0 
Commercial garages ...............:0000+ 0 
Gasoline and service stations...... 12 
CHICO WAGED 55sec cnscssecscsicoece 29 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 190 
Community buildings..................0:00+ 342 
t Educational buildings .................. 0 
, Institutional buildings .................. 0 
Ys. Religious buildings.................0.... 342 
, Garages, private residential ......... a 61 
— Industrial buildings .................000+ 33 
IN IDS iiccs cess sisexscneeicogcacscoes 175 
Public utilities buildings.... 0 
All other nonresidential buildings .. 8 
Additions, alterations, and repairs...... 407 

Philadel-} Phoenix, Washington 

phia, Pa. Ariz. D. C. 
All building construction! 31, 453 
New dwelling units © ..............:0:0:cs000 17, 391 
New nonresidential building................ 11,059 
Commercial buildings ..................... 6, 313 
Amusement it 133 
Commercial garages....... cael 6 
Gasoline and service stations . 395 
Office buildings ...............:.cccs0e. 5,150 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 629 
Community buildings ..................... 2, 281 
| Educational buildings ... sa 1, 884 
, Institutional buildings. as 40 
Religious buildings .... ................. 357 
‘ Garages, private residential............ 48 
; Industrial buildings ..................000004 145 
PORTIS WRI osc secsesecscesseveseneseserese 901 
—- Public utilities buildings ... i 1, 220 
All other nonresidential buildings. 150 

Additions, alterations, and repairs .. 2, 904 





Source: Department of Labor. l Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 2 Housekeeping only. 





Part D--Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) 


Percent 





Ownership and 
type of construction 


May 


1956 


. O7 First 5 months 


Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. May 1957 


1956 


change, 
first 5 
months, 


195 6-57 








856. 1 
169.7 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION .. 


FEDERALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential bldgs. .......... 
Airfield buildings 
Troop housing 
Warehouses 
All other 
Airfields 
Conservation and development 
Highways 
Electric power 
All other federally owned 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential bldgs. .......... 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems 


\o 
w 


Public service enterprises 
Electric power 


Conservation and development 
All other State and locally owned .... 


- 
w 


1, 104.1 


342. 
115. 
71. 


920. 
207. 


768.0 


217.2 
19.3 
67. 

1. 


1,094.4] 4, 132 


193.6 815 
64.5 55 
380 
6 
24. 
39. 
309. 
38. 
30. 
42. 
197. 
64. 
219. 
24. 


823.9 3 
-4 
-0 
v1 
-6 
ie 
4 
4 
5 
8 
5 
6 
9 
2 
9 

42.8 
5 
9 
7 
2 
3 
6 
7 
6 
0 
3 
3 
0 
5 
0 
5 


176.4 
19.9 
50. 


1, 256. 


wv 
> 
NI 


N 


1 

2 

5 

8 
7 

4 

1. -5 
40.2 
7.4 
9.8 
7 

3 

7 

4 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 


an 
N 
w 


NYASSRyYYsS oor 


245. 


am 
Dro 


KYNN DWARNAN DOK DR TO CODAHNYNONDWAWNUOUN 


45. 


2. 21. 


wv 


20. 


N NY _ - 
DAW Kw RW ee 


143. 
356. 
38. 
64. 
81. 


N 
— 


34. 


'N 
nN 
WwWNN 


143. 
14. 


| 
~ 
Ww Oo 


1 

4 

0 

0 

6 

5 

9 

6 

7 

0 

6 

7 

1 

1 
9] 23. 
9} 12. 
0 
4 
8 
9 
8 
0 
1 
6 
4 
6 
8 
4 
7 
7 
5 


w 
~ 


28. 


3, 316. 
110. 
1, 306. 
963. 
110. 
112. 
119. 
1, 274. 
442. 
284. 
158. 
75. 
44. 
31. 
69.0 
39.2 


_ 


— 
w 


1, 411. 


w 


-6 


N 
dm Nr & W & NY 


120. 


N 
N 
ee el 


0 
9 
7 
4 
7 


ma 
Ono 
NA 


PY Ss 


- 
peSEFESSSSSSESSR awrud$ 
CK ONNN KF DUNUOOOUN DHA BOR NONANOCUDHE DRO 


~I 


-6 204. 
8 


N 


0 


— 


WMHOWNRANINWAQAN NC C]OMOYNMOMOMULOHRO 


8 
6 
6.4 


4. 
6.9 


> 
ROCHE AWOHOWRO DDE COWNOOURAARAUHEUIND Ww 


> 


7.0 


4, 844. 


250. 
322. 
28. 
24. 
23. 


38. 


140. 


3, 588. 
97. 


1,024. 
116. 


148. 
1, 449. 
440. 
236. 


108. 
51. 
57. 
50. 
32. 


VRPOW’COCOFYUODOK ODA Wns ooovwos yr OUARABROwW CS 


6 =7 








Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 
way departments. 


1 Includes major force-account projects started principally by TVA and State high- 


Percent increase exceeds 300. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility ! 





Value (in millions of dollars) 


Percent 





Ownership, source of funds 


1957 First 5 months 


change, 
first 5 





and type of facility 


Mar. Apr. May 1956 1957 


months, 


1956-57 





ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION .. 
FEDERALLY OWNED 


STATE OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 
Total value 
Federal funds 
Independent State projects: 
Total value 
Toll facilities 


LOCALLY OWNED? 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 
palities and counties. 


1, 298.9 
24.9 
1, 121.6 


353.7 
4.1 
320. 7 


303.9 
14.4 
244.3 


313.5 
6.8 
241.2 


186. 6 
117.3 


631.8 
327.4 


173.4 
113.5 


172.3 
111.2 


489. 8 
97.8 22.9 10.5 215.4 
28.9 45.2 65.5 152.4 


1 Includes force-account work started on Federal and State projects. 


147.3 72.0 54.6 


1, 487. 1 
38.0 
1, 265.8 


868. 8 
561.5 


397.0 
175.9 


183.3 


+14 
+53 


+13 


+38 
+72 


-19 
-18 
+20 


2 By munici- 
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Chart 8. 


Contracts Awarded on Public 
Construction 





| Millions of Dollars 
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CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.57-10-G 








Percent change, 














Type of construction June First 6 months first 6 months, 
1957 1957 1956 1956-57 

Ie sesctbccscoecech vhoseituyacdopetvsstscotesdectcavcepastteote creecaeaten ane 3, 243 16, 958 16, 193 + § 
IN 55 ccs ssne sic tasictsncacigss secasssenomiedicieesspesamcenccotel 2, 341 12, 454 12, 478 (1) 

I sc ikk soc chestcacibasdoosacesioncnnsoueepaviieritedekion naialonsie 1,155 6, 483 6, 798 -5 

PN iis oscivarcasstecnnevecscabansoies caviar chcuclicnmenauaamianindn’ 1, 186 5,971 5, 680 +5 
RI ccccisiisoss. <csdats sais oeeinsboabtincste chia vegiegmncmnaa etme 902 4, 504 3,715 +21 

PE II cies cco ccerecixtaiienchsntestenceendorvsadssdbioudaaseanenneibuananiivntiaa 716 3, 036 2, 733 +11 

I scala, dct h siadcva tia lk etahieagbaicinlaileaaan seat 186 1, 468 __ 982 +49 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 1 Change of less than one- 
half of 1 percent. 


Table D-4: Value of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 






























Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 
Ownership and 12 months ending-- 12 months ending 
type of construction July in July, 
1957! July July 1956-57 
i 5 1957 | 1956 
MR Sis di ansesaccelisidadeso tn yik tole vvidndeaier ta anna ena 1,589 19, 548 20, 812 =5 
NI oh cis cclkesraknceasentotieciconiveaaret dhidivcaodideed 637 10, 242 13, 038 -21 
idea ctiniastageitovneeninniictiaoertresaestsetinns 952 9, 306 7, 774 +20 
eNO MaMa isis ccsescassovcasessesteacussastenactadacbesiea 213 3, 792 4, 829 -21 
Buildings, except private industrial ................c:ccccccsesseseeseseeeeees 678 8, 533 9, 572 -11 
SIN MN RNIN sissidcsincccsasstrensisetienancmgncnnmnetien 377 3,602 2,917 +23 
Sewer systems 76 568 525 +8 
I a ected ceacguentescepeac ess OIA 16 358 376 -5 
Unclassified and all other .................. § sss insgiachiepitla coskelceisciiias beet 229 2, 695 2, 593 +4 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only those 
projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other buildings--$344 ,000. 1 Four weeks. 





m Part E--Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 















Indexes (1947-49 = 100) Percent 







Compiler and coverage —_ 
| 195657 
















American Appraisal Company ............ssssssessseresssees 
Associated General Contractors.........ece-ms-sseeeseeerens 
E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 


PMO COD ones sscesessascsevesensececscncessesoinsesecescotossebsos +2 

Apartments, hotels, and office buildings ............ +3 

Commercial and factory buildings ...........mssess + 4 
Engineering News-Record 

SIE sisicnssccsncciainsinncincsanineinctgeatiiaatngaancianennieiens ; 19. Y , ; ‘ \ i ; +3 

Construction seas +4 
Department of Commerce Composite * ........ssssseeee 


Source: Department of Commerce. 1A composite of cost indexes representative of the major types of construction, weighted by the current 
relative importance of each type. 


Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Building Materials, by Selected Classes 


Commodity Sar ae are “June 

















ALL BUILDING MATERIALS "................000 124.1 |} 130.6) +1 

LUMBER AND WOOD PRODUCTS: 

DIE ciiiniintintinicinnmimmnimmmenens . : 2 6 > 124.7 | 129.6 7 
IN ERE cssincssinsscerenieinnsesecee 2 . 3 .8 ba 0 131.9 | 133.8 we 
Southern pine .......... -8 » 1 ol | oe 113.4 | 119.2 =< 
Other softwoods .......... 5 7 -0 -5 9 137.8 | 140.2 ~- 
Hardwoods..........-ss0+000 3 -8 3 6 .4 118.2 | 128.3 ai 

II icntcttiriecicasvenn 7 7 3 3 >) 128. 3 129.5 =] 

Ply WOO ........0e00000 -1 4 -7 -8 -7 105.6 | 101.0 =% 
IIE stisvscorecrcinre 1 6 » il 4 2 110.5 99.7 a 
PG a sicsiesinicescninisinieptnininemiiiions -2 -4 -4 -4 4 102.6 | 104.4 * 3 

PAINT AND PAINT MATERIALS: 

Prepared paint....... 114.8 | 119.1 * 5 

Paint materials 96.9 99.4 (2) 

METAL PRODUCTS: 

Structural shapes. ..........sssssssseserereeesnenenees 1 -4 4 4 -4 -4 146.2 | 157.5 +16 

Hardware, finish............ wi <2 iz -8 se Si os 139.9 | 147.2 + 6 

Plumbing equipment ............... -4 -4 .0 -6 a bie 123.2 | 134.1 ~- 
Enameled iron fixtures....... 3 “9 9 eT “e 3 129.3 | 125.3 +1 
Vitreous china fixtures ..... | :4 2 a pa wa 117.3 | 124.2 0 
Brass fittings ..........0re0eee -6 -6 Lo S$ 9 7 123.4 | 143.0 -§ 

Heating equipment ..............0+ 3 8 6 -6 4 4 113.5 | 117.4 +3 
ID siiinibacinseiinsshienieetanipeninieinnicacbindaniicins .8 -4 ok a 3 3 119.8 | 124.0 +3 
I naccieriicicniiasnstiestetiaencnnctiinaniniies Le La bs .0 a a 107.4 106. 5 +1 

EE CS ictcessiciissnsiomisireinicarsnnernenninnnnenent -4 » i a a .2 ® | 133.2 140.9 “2 

NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS: 

NR I ricsiisitenicnainiatessenencomuniinassrtinivsies 7 7 eT ie F <7 132.0 | 137.5 + 6 

Glass, window...........0..0 9 9 9 9 9 9 138.8 | 141.2 +3 

Concrete ingredients -6 -8 o& be ae -8 124.9 | 130.4 +4 
PNET URINE: santiccvisncnssteovenensticamsivins 9 -9 9 02 +2 oa 131.6 | 139.4 + 6 

COEUR EE PROT CEG oocsssescsiesenscesceseenessernsonsne -6 -6 -7 -6 7 <a 118.3 | 121.9 +4 

Structural clay product..........cssssessssssssees -6 7 -8 .0 -0 “@ 137.3 | 146.5 + 6 

IR iisctneeciciscinvecsitenenicnnsiscnes ie 4 oa a “3 1 122.1 | 127.1 0 

Asphalt roofing............ 2 3 2 -6 -8 -8 106.7 | 111.9 +12 

ese nent WRN NEO cnscissctnicoctnnscscciniesees 3 3 .% of a sal 106. 7 99.6 +4 

MISCELLANEOUS PRODUCTS: 

I iciciinsceiccisstnintnitbiinniccinsisiinne 129.7 | 138.1 +3 

Kitchen cabinets, metal ................ss.sseeeee 128.2 | 136.5 +4 

Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes items not shown separately. ? Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Materials 


. 1956 
Commodity 
aioe ccanateinin jo May 


“LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, construction, 25% Standard green, S4S, 2’’ x 4’’, R.L., mixed c/l, 
Pi is, BMI ss <issiodlssstnessncsinanssucsindnce Seachsascopiod dadiashiasnauis tntlas pala Coie decal teeta ae eee ee M bd. ft. $65. 737 | $66.297 | $77. 385 
Boards, construction, 25% Standard green, S4S, R.L., 1’’x8’’, loose, mixed c/l 
1 I: RE, GIR, Fie UD so cacccscrsensi sass tharevs cccaesch naples M bd. ft. 58.212 59. 658 70. 160 
Timbers, construction, 8’’ x 8’’ to 12’’x 12’’, R.L., green f.o.b. mill... eeeeeeeees M bd. ft. 74. 396 75. 782 87.024 


Southern pine: 







Dimension, No. 2 and better, 2’’x4’’x16’, dry, S.L., S4S, f.o.b. mill ..........00..000 85.275 85. 397 85. 887 

Boards, No. 2 and better, 1’’x6’’, dry, R.L., S4S, f.o.b. mill 77.792 77.785 83.035 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. 3 common, 1’’x8’’, R.L., S2 or 4S, c/l 

OU MARIS Cay ELD GID sas siorcisactsciscnascigacinasteieeansten ton eucimseadoneaandtaasieataidedia M bd. ft. 74.610 74.190 83. 670 
Oak, red, flooring, plain, 25/32” thick, 2-1/4’’ face, select, f.o.b. mill ..... wee] M bd. ft. 170.759 | 171.112 | 200.489 
Maple flooring, 2d grade , 25/32’ x2-1/4’’ face, f.0.b. mill ......cccscscsccsseceeesesene -«-| M bd. ft. 212.849 | 215.600 | 199.452 
Poplar, plain, No. 2B common, 4/4’’, R.W., f.0.b. mill seen | M bd. ft. 60. 000 60. 000 60. 000 
meceh, Ha. 2 commen, 4/E ,. RoW Oe Bice: Bic. CIE vivcecesiecsccseniscccecsctcesianatlanttbaeiceninan M bd. jt. 56. 000 56.000 56. 000 

MI LLWORK 

Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face, premium grade, 2’ 6’’x 6’ 8’’ x 1-3/8’, 

COD UU, GREE TERE: AUER, UR Dic. ccs vs ss cccasatosate a cencseivrienccntenoionseeoneocs Each 8. 009 8.009 | (1) 
Door frame, ponderosa pine, exterior, 1-5/16’’ x2’’ casing, with sill, f.o.b. factory ...... Each 9. 394 9. 418 9. 372 
Window, ponderosa pine, 2-light, check rail, open, f.0.b. factOry............:.ssscssssessssssaserere Each 1. 673 1.673 1. 681 

PLYWOOD 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4’'x48''x96"’ , f.0.b. mill.......scsseseesesssresnerersenceneeneneessee M sq. ft. 68. 448 68. 448 76. 053 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16’? x48°'x96"’, f.0.b. mill ......sssssssesssersserssssesnseeeesers M sq. ft. 55. 759 55. 139 63.074 
BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, 1/2’’x48’’x96’’, interior, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized ~.........seeese+ M sq. ft. 59. 000 59. 000 57. 500 


PREPARED PAINT 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, Geli were d ....c...c.ccssseccscccncesssessnessienecotesessscereseresnatieineutnnie 2. 694 2. 657 2.510 







Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered ..............ssscsesersseseeses 4.013 4. 002 3. 874 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered..... 4. 997 4. 980 4. 802 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered ......... sicaiesaasiialiogs 3. 280 3.264 3.116 
Outside, white, first grade, delivered ............0c.sscccccssscecssceseceseseccereseecesceneceeesenecscesesencesceeesees 4.678 4.656 4.477 
METAL PRODUCTS 

Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6’’x4’’x1/2’’ angles, 30’ long, ASTM spec. A-7, 

Giese UI, Bh. Da. UNI sas sents scincecnnensscoicininissinsneasmnbsieataasintiomniaenaaniaaaaiaaiaimaae 100 lb. 5. 667 5. 667 4. 867 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, 3/4’’ rounds x 30’ long with 10% shorts, 

epec. ASTM A-15, SOT, base quantity, F.0.By Gil <acecsscccccnscssccssesososesessoescoseccsssiesnececsinecon 100 lb 5- 860 5. 788 5-313 
Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30” wide x 96’’ long, commercial 

coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, f.0.b. mill ...........ssssssessseees 100 1b. 8.070 8. 220 7.770 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 1-1/4’’ 

nominal, random lengths, wt. 228 Ibs., f.0.b. mill ............:ssessessesssnensssenseeeeneesesesenenensnenens 100 ft. 18. 894 18. 894 16.997 


Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 

1-1/4’? nominal, random lengths, wt, 228 lbs., f.o.b. mill 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8-penny, common, c/I, f.o.b. mill 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 2’’ to 6’’, single and double hub, service pipe, extra heavy, 


22.688 | 23.034 21.137 
wheg) = 9. 365 9. 365 8.595 








f.0.b. foundry, index number (1947-49 = 100) .....-ssscsssessssserenseenseenssenenenenssnensnensasaneseensees Ton (115.1)} (116.2 (105. 6) 
Aluminum sheets, 3003-H14, hard alloy, mill finish, 0. 64’’ x48’’x144”’, 30,000 lbs. 

or over, f.0.b. shipping point, freight allowed  .............sssssssssessnsesenssenenseneensenteneeseneneenees Pound $0. 427 $0. 427 $0. 408 
Copper water tubing, type L, 3/4’” size, 0.045” thick, 2,000 ft. or more in 60’ 

coils (0. 455 Ibs. per linear ft.), f.0.b. mill, freight allowed ...........sssssesssseeseseneenesanes Foot . 287 . 287 343 
Wire, building, type R, size 12, single braid, f.o.b. destination, or freight prepaid 

Om Specified AMOURES ..a.ecc.cscesescssssersesesesecsesceessescnscensesatessesocasecsnsescosansassooesenenseese . 19. 600 19. 600 23. 120 
Screening, insect, bronze wire, 18x14 mesh, 30°’ wide, c/I, f.o.b. factory 28. 553 29. 387 30. 780 

PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 

Bath tub, enameled iron, 5’, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed............sssssssseees Each 56. 563 56. 563 55.113 
Lavatory, enameled iron, 20’’x18’’, f.0.b. plant, freight allowed ............ssssssssssssssssssnse Each 13. 497 13. 497 13. 497 
Water closet, vitreous china, close coupled, reverse trap, f.o.b. plant, freight 

NDI ss ssssssccecnsivcnicosnaieniiniatcstsittasesnppnt cntltiadeelcaaincliaaneiaisigareleiatideninsieoaaiaiaaiiaas Each 24. 684 24. 684 24. 682 
Sink, enameled steel, 32’’x21’’ , flat rim, 2-compartment, acid resisting, 

without drainboard, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed ............:ssssssssssssneesnsssesneneneneneneneneneenes Each 13. 194 14.174 16. 634 





See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Building Material s--Continued 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Boiler, heating, steel, oil fired, steam rating 400 sq. ft., less burner, 
with jacket and standard trim, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed : $190. 342 
Convector, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 43 sq. ft., E.D.R., 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance . ft., incl. ‘ ‘ - 451 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, oil fired, forced air, gun-type burner, average bonnet output 
90,000-115, 000 BTU per hr., f.0.b. factory, freight allowance ° 251.881 | 242.671 
Steel, gas fired, standard automatic controls, average input rating 
85, 000-110, 000 BTU per hr., enclosing jacket, f.o.b. factory, 
freight allowance " 168.302 | 165.998 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, floor grill, average input rating 40, 000-60,000 BTU 
per hr., manual controls, f.o.b. factory . 58. 283 57.217 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft (gun-type), 2-1/2 gal. per hr., 
thermostat, limit and stack controls, f.o.b. factory ‘ 107.171 100. 961 
Water heater, gas, automatic, 30-gal. storage tank, galvanized steel, 
l-year guarantee, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed I 41.640 39. 092 


NONMETALLIC MINERAL PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant ‘ 1.270 1.227 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximum, f.o.b. plant.............+. _ ‘ 1.556 1. 505 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2’’ maximunt, f.o.b. plant............. ; , , 1. 646 1. 610 
Block, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8’’x8’’x16’’ , f.o.b. plant ‘ - 186 -179 
Pipe, concrete, culvert, reinforced, 24’’ diameter, ASTM spec. C76-41 table 1, 

3’’ wall thickness, 3’-8’ lengths, delivered ‘ 4.153 3.931 
Brick, building, f.o.b.. plant . 30. 814 30. 565 
Brick, face, red, first quality, textured, f.o.b. plant K 39. 832 39. 498 
Tile, clay, partition, scored, 4’’x12’’x12’’, 3-cell, 16 lbs., f.o.b. plant ‘ 134.556 | 134.556 
Sewer pipe, vitrified clay, 8’’ diameter, 3’ lengths, standard strength, f.o.b. plant J - 547 - 520 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8’’ x16’’ x48’’, f.0.b. plant, freight equalized : 25. 034 24.990 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8’’ x48"’ , varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 5 32. 830 32. 830 
Plaster, gypsum, base coat, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized y 15.928 15.928 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, 210 lbs., f.o.b. factory, freight allowance : 6. 080 5. 595 
Lime, hydrated, building, finishing, f.o.b. plant . , 21. 683 20. 306 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 11. 456 10. 824 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Not available. 


Table E-4: Indexes of Union Hourly Wage Rates in the Building Trades, by Trade 


(1947-49=100) 


All trades Bricklayers | Carpenters | Electricians | Painters | Plasterers | Plumbers - a 


1950: 110.7 111.6 110.1 111.5 109. 6 113.0 107.8 112.4 
1951: 117.8 116.3 117.4 120.0 116.8 118.5 114.2 120.4 
1952: , 125.1 126. 2 124.6 126.8 124.4 125.3 121.0 128.6 
1953: 131.6 130.0 131.1 132.0 130.5 130.1 125.4 138.4 
1954: 136.4 134.2 135.3 135.9 134.5 132.5 132.3 144.4 
1955: 141.2 137.8 140.3 139.0 139.9 136.5 135.5 150.9 
1956: 147.7 144.0 146.2 146.6 145.5 141.7 141.5 159.5 


1956: " *144.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
*148.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
1957: . *150.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
*150.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 
*156.0 (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) (1) 








Source: Department of Labor. * Estimated. ! Not available. 
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Table E-5: Union Wage Scales in the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range in Rates, by Trade, and Rate by City 


(As of July 1, 1957) 





Building 
laborers 


City Bricklayers | Carpenters Electricians Painters Plasterers Plumbers 


ALL PLACES: je 
Estimated average rate 2 a $3. 29 $3.50 $3.17 $3.63 $3. 52 $2.35 
Range in rate levels 2.50- 4. 25 . 38- 4. 25 1. 75-3. 50 2. 50- 4. 25 2. 40-4. 00 1. 05-3. 20 


Cents-per-hour increase, 
Apr. 1-July 1, 1957 ; r.1 9.0 10.5 9.1 9.0 11.1 














Albuquerque, N. Mex. ......... s *3. 325 2.750 3 5 
ROI ss siiccatnicistintwnene , 3.200 2. 850 *3.100 o; 
Baltimore, Md. .............0:+0++- ’ *3. 425 12. 825 13, 1}, 
Birmingham, Alla. ................. \ 3. 300 2.900 a a 
Boise, Idaho i . *3.100 *2.750 3.000 *2. 
Boston, Mass : : 3. 300 *2.900 *3.650 2. 
Buffalo, N. Y : ° *3. 660 *3. 200 *3.715 *2. 
Burlington, VE... .........ccceseee : ‘ 2. 375 1.750 3.500 2. 
A TNR ch isecsdisalancaicosiees . . 350 . 750 3.250 2. 
neath, Go Cai vidsscsccers , : 3. 000 . 750 2. 600 a, 


Charleston, W. Va............... " , *3. 400 .750 *3, *2. 
Charlotte, N. C ' ’ *2.850 .750 2. 1. 
Chattanooga, Tenn. ............ 5 y *3. 300 .675 *3. *1, 
Cheyenne, Wyo : ; 2.950 - 650 3. ‘ 1. 
MING TRBD. seseiekaqessisicinsnisss " , 3.650 475 +3, *2. 
Cincinnati, Ohio i ; *3. 670 . 100 #3. *2. 
Cleveland, Ohio ................. : , #3765 415 +3, #3. 
Columbia, S. C . ‘ 2. 600 . 750 2. 

Columbus, Ohio ; ’ *3. 410 . 900 3, 

BR, RIB ces sainsccses vidincceses : : *3. 250 . 938 3. 


SS uo 


Dayton, Ohio ‘ ‘ *3.590 -120 >. 
I MIU in cies caneidescccsees 7 . 3. 400 .975 #3. 
Des Moines, lowa y i +3. . 870 63. 
BIN TRIOS: covesctcvens<enscsensee i " +3. .125 +3. 
Duluth, Minn : *3, - 750 2°. 
Bs HIS Necsisaricnccestscxaces ' i 3- . 500 de 
i li aceasliig i i +3, . 880 *3, 
Evansville, Ind ; ; +3. 5 3. 
Fargo, N. Dak ‘ , “2, - 400 *3. 
Grand Rapids, Mich i \ *3, ‘ 13, 


ee ee oe ee 


BI, COB, i cicecesesescsscces iy i *3. . 000 3. 
ye ‘ . > . 000 *3. 
Indianapolis, Ind................. . ‘ *3. . 200 mx 
PORNO, MEBs 5. ois cccescse sores : 5 3. , 2. 
Jacksonville, Fla. ............. . ; 3. . 525 a 
Kansas City, Mo. ...........0... " ; 5. : "> 
Knoxville, Tenn................... 4 js *3. . 500 $3, 
Lansing, Mich. ..............0..+ ’ 3 4. . 000 

Las Vegas, Nev ; : 3. 
Little Rock, Ark. .............. . ‘i a - 500 


Los Angeles, Calif............. b q 3. : 
Louisville, Ky. ; *3. - 900 
Madison, Wis. b x >. 
Manchester, N. H *2 
Memphis, Tenn 3. 
Miami, Fla. +3, 
Milwaukee, Wis 3. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 3. 
Mobile, Ala 3. 
Montgomery, Ala. .............0. *2. 





See footnotes at end of table. 





Table E-5: Union Wage Scales in the Building Trades: Average Rate and Range in Rates, 


City 


Nashville, Tenn...................- 
Pee BEE Tp. as csccssecseiensecsoe 
New Haven, Conn. ................ 
New Orleans, La..................- 
ee EE os. caveitsevcorscesees 
NE TN, scsusacctiniiectetnaiies 
RE TORII os rest snes ecienncs 
Oklahoma City, Okla 
Omaha, Nebr 

TS iscdeisctatreteemn ss 


Philadelphia, Pa................... 
Phoenix, Ariz 

Pittsburgh, Pa.................-00+ 
Portland, Maine 

PE INE a. ssiicncn secess sence 
PUREED, The Ba. on cccesecce cess 
Raleigh, N. C 

Reading, P8...........0.00cesssessees 
Richmond, Va 

mea: DE Te. cs versciensisese se 


Rock Island, Ill. (Dist.)? 

We TR. Tin se cininsiccnrsverivess 
Os IIs 5 scence ss iccvsensess 
Sale Lake City, Utah 

San Antonio, Tex................. ; 
San Diego, Calif. ................ 
San Francisco, Calif. .......... 
Santa Fe, N. Mex. ................. 
A, es os ssice nsinssess coveee 
Schenectady, N. Y.........-. 0 


Scranton, Pa 

I IIs sx vveser sivntescsecsise 
IIE, Gio esscsicisscssvccess.. 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak 

South Bend, Ind. .................... 
a ene 
Springfield, Mass 

Syracuse, N. Y 

Tampa, Fla 

Toledo, Ohio 


MI, OB iniasicasennsnsmsiesscese 
II: sesiniiicnasesaseennssins 
IO TD, Toisas sriccascsussitene 
Wichita, Kans 

Wilmington, Del............... 00+ 
WOPORENNT, PERBOK.. .0scc.s0060.... 
Ek ei clkiedconnanam 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Source: Department of Labor. 
of data reported for previous quarter. 
Iowa. 


Bricklayers 


- 625 
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by Trade, and Rate by City--Continued 


(As of July 1, 1957) 


Carpenters | Electricians | Painters 


*$2. 750 
- 500 *4.250 
- 100 *3. 500 
- 500 *2.985 
. 210 .150 
- 460 - 125 
- 200 - 540 
. 800 . 500 
- 650 - 350 
.075 . 600 


- 150 
- 250 
- 250 
. 275 
- 650 
- 120 
- 666 
- 375 
- 350 
- 500 


- 725 
. 900 
- 250 
- 850 
- 900 
- 450 
AID 
- 875 
. 050 
- 360 


. 250 
. 500 
. 325 
. 250 
. 375 
. 750 
. 800 
. 425 
.750 


- 650 
- 570 
- 575 
- 250 
- 350 
- 500 
. 750 


- 750 
- 875 
- 750 
- 350 
- 650 
- 500 
. 750 
- 500- 
. 375 
- 685 


. 535 
.190 
. 525 
. 700 
. 900 
950 
.000 
.000 
450 
. 400 


-950 
- 450 
. 000 
. 000 
. 200 
. 200 
. 500 
- 325 
. 000 
- 520 


025 
- 850 
- 250 
. 100 
. 900 
- 600 
. 900 
. 600 


- 500 
- 750 
- 575 
. 500 
375 
. 750 
- 750 
- 750 
- 100 
- 500 


. 040 
- 350 
- 150 
975 
- 875 
. 225 
paee 
- 025 
. 750 
» 273 


- 300 
. 600 
. 250 
-175 
- 250 
- 500 
» 525 
. 100 
. 250 
- 550 


- 500 
- 750 
- 500 
. 500 
- 700 
. 700 
- 525 
- 600 
- 100 
- 680 


-925 
- 940 
- 700 
- 575 
. 050 
- 940 
. 000 
. 220 
- 550 
- 570 


- 250 
. 250 
-375 
- 000 
- 380 
- 325 
. 050 
- 700 
- 200 
-550 


- 625 
- 300 
- 800 
. 880 
- 800 
- 850 
- 425 
. 190 


~ 


WwW WW WH Ww Ww Ww Ww 


- 850 
- 750 
- 750 
- 625 
- 700 
- 550 
- 250 
- 740 


- 475 
- 025 
- 350 
- 900 
- 350 
- 180 
. 700 
- 425 


. 000 
- 325 
. 750 
- 350 
- 700 
. 250 
. 250 
*3. 600 


. 200 
. 000 
- 200 
- 625 
-975 
. 800 
- 350 
- 200 


7 
w 


. 500 
- 650 
- 375 
- 450 
- 550 
ae 
*3.600 


* Represents an increase in rates between April 1, 1957 and July 1, 1957. 
2 No union scale in effect on survey date. 


$3.125 


Plasterers Plumbers 


~ Building 
laborers 


7 


* 


- 850 
- 595 


1 Indicates correction 


3 Includes Rock Island and Moline, Ill., and Davenport 








Part F--Materials Output 


Chort 9. Indexes of Materials Output / 


Selected Groups of Construction Materials 


index (1947-49=100) index (1947-49=100) 
~ - 7 ee a 200 


C__] may iss¢ 
BRE may 1957 





OF Oe are eed 


vs 


LUMBER PAINT HEATING 'RON AND CLAY 
AND WOOD VARNISH AND CEMENT PRODUCTS AND PLUMBING STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
PRODUCTS LACQUER EQUIPMENT PRODUCTS PRODUCTS 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 





Table F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output 


(Monthly average 1947-49 = 100) 
Monthly Indexes 
Materials group 1956 1957 


May [ June | July | Aug.[  Sepe-[ Oct. [ Nov.] Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May 


Lumber and wood products... | 138.6 | 130.0} 119.8} 143.1] 123.6] 138.4 | 120.5] 103. 113.8 | 106.1 | 113.8} 124.8 | 131.2 
Millwork 139.5] 115.9] 159.5] 136.8] 145.9] 122.4] 96. 107.4 | 116.1 | 113.0 | 120.1 | 116.7 
Paint, varnish, and 

lacquer bs 124.4} 117.5] 129.8] 113.6] 125.5] 109.8] 91. 112.6 | 127.4 | 112.0 | 126.5 | 133.1 
Portland cement . 172.1] 176.5} 179.8] 171.3 | 173.8] 154.8] 146. 115.5 | 106.8 | 135.4 | 143.4 | 164.4 
Asphalt products : 119.8} 121.1] 127.6] 118.0] 128.0} 88.1] 53. 86.8] 91.9] 76.6] 96.8] 87.4 
Heating and plumbing 

equipment . 123.3] 118.5] 156.5] 158.0] 158.6] 113.5] ,89. 103.0 | 101.2] 105.6] 113.0 | 106.5 
Iron and steel products ' 164.0] 152.1] 140.2] 138.2] 159.2] 145.5] 145. 142.6 | 135.2] 150.8 | 151.5 | 156.5 
Clay construction products.. | ~5] 147.3] 145.9] 155.3] 139.0] 151.1] 137.3] 119.1] 113.5 | 102.7 | 112. 9 | 122.5 | 129.1 

Quarterly Indexes 


Gypsum products 187.6 188. 6 157.3 145.2 
Plumbing fixtures 140.6 137.4 116.8 96. 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce from data reported by various Government agencies and by private firms 
shown in notes to the tables following in Part F. 1 Estimated. See table F-6, footnote 2. 
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mane Lumber and Wood Products 


Index (1947-49=100) Index of Production Index (1947-49=100) 
200 : - ~ |}200 


12- MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 








1956 1957 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEWC.0 57-10-1 


Table F-2: Lumber and Wood Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Beugien Re Insulatin 
Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring plywood + Na Hardboard 
(Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) (Million T (Tons) 
square feet) (Tons) 


| Production | Shipments |Stocks*| Production | Shipments | Socks * Production 


812, 365 789, 437 | 44, 455 766, 269 | 294, 214 

1,145,118 | 1,139,091} 68, 425 1,007,653 | 464, 868 

1, 268, 104 | 1,258,914 | 70,045 1,092,890} 517, 834 

1, 166, 446 | 1,117,010 {114,074 1,118,907} 551,118 

12 months ending: 

February 1957 1, 137, 531 | 1,084,013 1,096, 309| 542, 697 

March 1957 1, 111, 326 | 1,065, 343 | 1,072,599} 541,678 

April 1957. 1,095, 468 | 1, 055, 830 1,055,598 | 539,727 

May 1957 1, 073, 637 | 1,039,536 1,033,501 | 544,100 


108, 891 104, 107 | 87, 890 106, 204 49, 185 
100, 955 98, 374 | 88, 216 104, 092 46, 603 
91, 105 90,591 | 87, 593 99, 354 44,078 
106, 847 102, 807 | 93, 916 101, 804 47, 548 
ee 91, 030 88, 493 | 95, 235 84, 494 44,179 
October 104, 175 96, 829 |102, 681 88, 386 46, 476 
November 90, 162 83, 951 |108, 792 74,910 44, 824 
December 74, 585 69, 278 |114, 074 64, 464 40, 173 
SE iaicteteersascd 91,310 82, 340 |123, 194 85, 189 44, 006 
PORIRIEY ose sini vsvroces 78, 167 72, 782 |128, 579 78, 768 41, 468 
76, 311 80, 821 |120, 826 81, 667 45, 758 
81,930 85, 457 |115, 712 86, 266 45, 429 
87, 060 87, 813 |113, 114 84, 107 53, 558 

Percent change 


May, 1956-57 - -20 +29 +17 -21 +9 
First 5 mos., 1956-57 -18 -- -1 -17 -¢ 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Lumber Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau of the Census. *As of end of period. 
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Chort. 11. Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index of Production for Trade Sales 
Index (1947-49=100 Index (1947-49=100) 


12- MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-¥ 





Table F-3: Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 




















Production Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 
Period Ponderosa Hardwood Sash Exterior Paint, varnish, & lacquer 
pine doors doors frames 
I MNO sus incsiaosestoetebnecssiesuessncscouceotaneatns 3, 780 3,172 11, 246 4,152 266, 701 
ik ee a 2, 285 5, 940 11,054 5,791 284, 458 
eat ac 2, 253 6, 786 12, 733 7,259 312, 416 
a i aan 2,035 6, 404 10, 551 5,679 312,543 
12 months ending: 
BED etiisxecusonceccavspsiexechereomnsnanys 2, 001 6, 275 10, 173 5,461 315, 508 
RTI siccicscnsintuiukessicidnscsasspucteemipeidiine 1, 982 6,098 10, 068 5, 389 313, 640 
I I accesses capticiecamasssscrasmeqrgiiincctes 1,994 5, 932 10, 035 5,377 315,549 
BONNET iisnscccssatakopisiecrsacueuterapanticeriacns 1, 982 5,755 9, 897 5,391 316, 388 
Nis assis diss pes tuincicaccatocenrivantsertbeaseinion 176 572 913 535 28, 738 
III ss tacSssisoscnisphcss soancuvuaelcasesinvevans asa Abieesete 164 534 844 569 27, 650 
IS anesthe s ceva pst tnki tba nandoaneovivsntabgndsieces 127 445 758 465 26, 105 
BIND sic: stocacevasalcocsiissedinisessearemetntinesiys 203 559 1,222 685 28, 855 
III isccanclosnsosccevkeitentsiseaciucndeinRiaseans 170 .529 1,018 479 25, 259 
RIED sttsscst sanicidhdscsstdeircaleanstlehcdacinaesnitilatiotenten 192 558 1,103 508 27, 903 
SINE ic vcnicpun sa tivicaniotbaeeictetaendeblanal 161 513 799 352 24, 407 
NII is cckcochacsechciubaseanimaiesteeaisaetueiaia 137 410 616 245 20, 282 
SNORE cs sxecavsishacenincbsecungacksd wikecstatideeeines 151 431 723 337 25, 028 
III ys échssspcdnnsahle en lastevsnns Sega aghtonn sie 170 481 668 350 28, 314 
te tice nade alan 163 448 666 388 24, 900 
MEE ducsvaihinictesst cxiadsnnasatieoceen cinema 180 452 705 464 28, 108 
22s san tian Saailacasminey geaeaaeelaati 164 395 775 549 29, 577 
Percent change 
RIOT sess cas banaassocosacsbnsejercmsteseespauspesnasdosen = 7 Ji “15 + 3 + 3 
Itst 5 mos., 1956-57 - 6 | -23 -16 -12 + 3 





burce: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
hose data on ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are not adjusted to 


present full coverage), and the Bureau of the Census. 
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Chart 12. Portland Cement 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.57-10-K 


Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Pro- i Shipments Shipments 
duction (Thousands of squares) (Million square feet) 


(Thousands of barrels) — Asphalt Asphalt 
Asphalt : 
Asphalt | insulated and tar 
prepared ay 
Portland cement . siding brick saturated 
senting siding felts 
1947-49 average 200,607 | 199, 306 11,922] 61,252 ; ; 17, 087 
Year: 271,277 | 274, 096 16,731} 59, 132 ’ , 28, 991 
D5) sus 296, 829 | 296,275 17,536} 62,582 ’ , 34, 629 
316,465 | 311,571 22,412} 59, 265 ’ , 30, 152 
12 months aie ; 
February 1957 312,582 | 309, 182 59, 490 ’ ’ 30, 827 
311, 838 | 307, 486 56, 675 , , 29, 779 
April 1957 309, 683 | 303,576 57, 173 ’ , 30, 654 
May 1957 307,562 | 300,692 55, 628 ’ ’ 30, 362 


29, 606 32, 087 . 5,499 

28, 771 32, 296 ’ 5, 757 

29, 498 31, 598 > 5, 800 

30, 055 33, 607 ; 6, 166 

28, 643 30, 175 5, 724 

29, 051 31, 587 6, 161 

25, 874 22, 906 ’ 4,011 

December 24, 429 17, 990 ’ 2, 227 
: January 19, 320 11, 927 3, 895 
February 17, 827 15, 274 . 4,142 
22, 642 20, 757 > 3, 342 

23, = 23, _ 4, 449 


Percent om 


May, 1956-57 -28 -15 -16 -11 
First 5 mos., 1956-57 -- -16 - 9 = + 2 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines), and 
the Bureau of the Census. * As of end of period. Data reported on quarterly basis. 
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Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


1957 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 


Connecticut 
Delaware 

District of Columbia 
Florida 

Georgia 


Illinois 
Indiana 


Kansas 


Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maryland 
‘Massachusetts 


Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


Nebraska 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 


Pennsylvania 
| Rhode Island 


Vermont 
Virginia 


Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 





(Thousands of barrels) 
Calendar year 


1954 1955 1956 


4,935 
2, 621 
1, 841 
35, 854 
3, 703 


4, 325 
1, 086 
1,327 
9, 499 
5,381 


1,074 
16, 719 
9, 181 
6,774 
6, 963 








3, 509 
8, 303 

978 
5, 764 
5, 848 


16, 215 
5,515 
1,977 
7, 646 
1, 405 


3,352 
616 
926 

9, 428 

2, 086 


20, 400 
4, 384 
1, 294 

17,554 
4,815 


2, 565 
15, 445 
819 

2, 359 
1, 374 


4, 843 
20, 953 





12 months ending-- 


Feb. Apr. 
1957 1957 1957 
4, 893 
2, 682 
1, 732 
34, 565 
3, 628 


4, 689 
1,041 
1, 353 
10, 094 
5,172 


1,047 
15, 764 
8, 495 
6, 362 
6, 126 


3,316 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data reported by Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines). 
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Chart 13. Iron and Steel Products 
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\ SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10- ui 





Table F-6: Iron and Steel Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 
(Thousands of tons) 
Book- | Back- 
ings |log ! 


Fabricated 
structural steel 


Concrete | Gal- Cast-iron pipe 
reinforc- | vanized 
ing bars | sheets 


1947-49 average 1, 523 
Year: 1954 1,751 
2, 163 
2, 518 





1956 

12 months ending: 
February 1957 2, 621 
March 1957 2, 644 
April 1957 2, 632 
May 1957 2, 590 


230 
275 
(2) 
2238 
241 234 
333 250 
322 250 
331 240 
361 224 
304 235 
370 240 
381 216 
392 188 


May, 1956-57 +8 -19 +10 
First 5 mos., 1956-57 +3 -18 oe 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the American Institute of Steel Construction, and the Bureau of the Census. ! scheduled 
for fabrication in the next 4 months. 2 July data not available separately. The figures given here for August 1956 were reported as 
July-August totals by the American Iron and Steel Institute because the steel industry was shut down by work stoppages in effect during July. 
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Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Hollow facing tile | Glazed & unglazed 


and face clay tile sewer pipe (Million brick floor & wall tile 
(Million brick) (Thousand tons) (Thousand tons) equivalent) (Thousand square feet) 


Production | Shipments | Production [Shipments [Production |Shipments| Production |Shipments| Production [Shipments 
: 104,800 | 101,088 
177,988 | 176,253 


187,991 | 187,828 
201,372 | 186, 124 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay 


Period 


12 months ending: 
February 1957 
March 1957 
April 1957 
May 1957 


193, 241 
187, 849 
183, 995 
179, 568 


18, 681 
18, 093 
16, 428 
17, 446 
15,472 
17, 543 
15, 507 
13, 350 
13, 332 
11, 845 
12, 781 
13,517 
1 


179, 638 
176, 902 
175, 278 
173, 443 


17, 065 
16, 092 
15, 913 
16, 834 
14, 607 
15, 475 
14, 350 
11, 408 
13,324 
1 l, 643 
13, 902 
14, 665 


2 16 1 0 


54 152 9 8 3 
-16 =iI =a =— +28 +11 7 -24 
-20 “BF -39 -14 + 8 “a “9 i”. 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


May, 1956-57 
First 5 mos., 1956-57 


=o8 
-16 


Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, by Census Region ! 
PRODUCTION SHIPMENTS 


May 1957 First 5 mos., 1957 May 1957 First 5 mos., 19 


Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Quantity | change from change, 
May 1956 956 


| ay | conn 
cenichinninaienatinettemieiaieendinatiaanaal lace (thousands) 


} Quang | change from 
1956-57 
585, 612 


May 1956 
0 commoa 
564, 799 
13, 235 


108, 018 
120, 271 
28, 803 
147, 866 
61, 848 
57, 421 


Census region 


U.S. TOTAL 

New England 

Middle Atlantic 

East North Central .... 
West North Central .... 
South Atlantic 

East South Central 
West South Central ... 
Mountain 

Pacific 


2, 405, 729 
52, 955 
396, 667 
513, 788 
122, 709 
598, 498 
251, 498 
280, 967 
103, 528 
85, 119 


2, 248, 237 
53, 642 
354, 784 
444, 656 
108, 976 
572, 323 
244, 634 
256, 232 


-17 
* 2 
-j7 
-29 
-16 
-17 
9 
-16 
-11 
-l 9 


96, 094 
117, 824 
29, 975 
138, 969 
58, 386 
oi 364 
20, 886 
29, 608 


241, 862 
25, 774 
17, 406 
37, 209 
71, 695 
13, 870 
68, 193 

7,715 


-14 
9 
3 
+4 
+11 
+3] 
-30 
“27 


51, 580 
7, 292 
4, 433 
7,391 

14,570 
1, 940 

13, 676 
2, 278 


U.S. TOTAL 
Middle Atlantic 
East North Central 
Vest North Central 
South Atlantic 

East South Central 
West South Central 
Mountain & Pacific 


268, 102 
27, 801 
18, 328 
31, 469 
79, 013 
14, 286 
89, 781 

7,424 


162, 551 
20, 375 
66, 243 


784, 758 


89, 938 
311, 662 


West North Central 
South Atlantic 
E. & W. South Central 


16, 615 
11, 580 
22, 683 
3, 263 
21, 792 


80, 982 
71, 833 
108, 426 
18, 242 
103, 675 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
tegions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 

















Warm air 
furnaces 
(Thousands of units) 


C. I. convectors 
and radiators 
(Thousand square feet) 


Gas 
water heaters 
(Thousands of units) 


| Shipments | Scocks*| 






Period 





1947-49 average .......ccecceeeeeeeees 
Year: 1954 
1955 
1956 
12 months ending: 
February 1957 ........:.:+=: 
BOIS BST nccccsnesencce ceases 
TE ai ictncein corsresesccns 
BN BUT sicsisicraneninsniesce 





1956: 





Be TED vine cicvevimees,aecsnese 
TIEN sxsstecuscsitnweeesioes 
SN es sshianccicocsatcnnucdnss 
seh aiisscs caein tasencetminaniiges 


Rs BOIS assists es ccecicncos 
First 5 mos., 1956-57......... .- 





Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 


period. ISold separately. 


Heating and Plumbing Equipment 
Index of Shipments 





Chart 14. 


Index (1947-49 =100) 
200 


12-MONTH 
MOVING AVERAGE 
















Floor and 
wall furnaces 
(Thousands of units) 


| Shipments | Stocks *| Shipments | Stocks *| Shipments | Stocks *| Shipments 





















Residential 

oil burners! 

(Thousands 
of units) 








Sia es, 


*As of end of 


1957 








1949 1950 1956 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 57-10-M | 
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chart 15. Asphalt Products 


Index of Shipments 
index (1947-49100) P Index (1947-49=100) 
200 200 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.57-10-N 





Table F-10: Imports and Exports of Selected Construction Materials 


— IMPORTS EXPORTS 
aaa Year First 3 months 


1957 


3, 131 153 
4, 667 3, 576 


LUMBER, MILLWORK, & WOOD PRODUCTS: 
Softwoods 













SE NONE ssescncrcererssoriee 209, 911 -S.i.| 9,579 
Wood window sash ° ..... -- waul. 2,715 
Wallboard (hardboard) 3,426 1,321 
ca asta cankaennassancuslleals 56, 221 -- 
Insulating wall board..............sscsssceseseeesese cers | Tons 10, 710 6, 026 
Insulation, flexible, wood & vegetable fiber.!. | Tons -- bt 154 
Softwood plywood, interior } .........s.ssss 10, 173 1,510 
Softwood plywood, exterior Daca caaithdcaiasl 7 2, 244 
CEMENT, GYPSUM, & ASBESTOS: 

IIE NINE «ccs cccserancecsivennabadcainesbachecn 24, 456 307 
Asbestos construction materials 29, 623 3, 357 
Gypsum board and lath ? ...........sssssesssessseees -- -S.1.) 1,713 
UE uc lccecacacdicomencnconnsiners A 401 
IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTS: 

Cast-iron pipe, pressure Rca tsi Tons 5, 164 
Cast-iron pipe, soil * ........ccccecsvcsesereeeneesees Tons 2,527 
Concrete reinforcing bars...........sssssesessess 35, 457 
Steel piling 2,519 
_ 20, 343 
Line pipe ! 168, 001 
Fabricated structural steel ! ............s:c00+ Tons 34, 589 
MINE RINDI a cccscnssntionesercsceasinctaccsons Units 3, 384 
CLAY PRODUCTS: 

Clay building and paving bricks .............+ M brick 5,912 
Clay floor and wall tiles ............... ane | Mog. ft. 1, 243 
Hollow building tile } .........s:sssssssssssssssseesees Tons 3, 881 
Clay sewer pipe and drain tile }.......s00..00« Tons 1, 660 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. _—* Imports include only 
maple (except Japanese), birch, and beech. **Exports data not available. n.s.i. Not separately identified for first 3 months Data 
for imports not available in same detail as for exports. Revised. 


(NOTE: Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks, is shown quarterly in the March, June, September, and December 
issues. ) 








Part G--Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


“ 
Cencral |All | Plumbing | Painting | Elec | oy. | All.nom | ¥@inay | Othe 
, ; t sa: non- 
special and and trical | iin building t | building 
trades heating | decorating work 
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


Year: 


BIA 
Yay 


~ 


+ 


ma PWN EK RUYDAYUYW WN OO ee 


—- NW mR YIAR NON wun & oO » a 
CSERAGIVBYSESS SSSSSS 


QmnoVvg OOPPeP 


- 


wee - 


~ 


NNNNNNNNNNNNN NVNNVNNNE PR 
ooooooocococcoec coocoooooeo 


-. 


KF ADYUR NRK ONDheKY COON 
NNORFNNODAYVONNSO NEE 


NANNNANKYUODWRN FY An 


Percent ch 


Apr.-May 1957.. +6.0 +3.5 (2) +1.3 +15.4 +24. 3 
May 1956-57 +3.7 +5.0 +3.0 +22.9 +5.1 +4.0 


Source: Department of Labor. * Percent change: May-June 1957, +4.2; June 1956-57, -0.8. 1 Not yet available. 
2 Change of less than one-tenth of 1 percent. 


Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number of Employees and Indexes of Employment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Jan. | Fes | war. | ave. | May june | July | ue. | Sept. | Oct. Nov. | Dec. oan 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 











INDEXES (1947-49=100) OF EMPLOYMENT (seasonally adjusted)' 





Vr BN ON OOrNA~ 





Source: Department of Labor. 1 Indexes for months before January 1953 are based on seasonally adjusted employment data derived by the 
Federal Reserve Board. 





Pichi 


syvryvsoy 
ow NM w& 


‘6 
ke 


—_— | ee OSS SO! ee ea lS 


& | 


District of Columbia.. 
Florida 
Georgia 


New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 


RBIRS 


_ ON 
Oo > 


™~ 
YS Syd 


Washington 
West Virginia... 


ptAs 
Ve Ans 


Source: Department of Labor. 


than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table G-3: Contract Construction: Employment, by State 


Number of employees (in thousands) Percent 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas 


Nor 
Okl 
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Phe 
Pit 
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Por 
Pro 
Rac 
Ren 
Ric 
Roc 
Roc 
Saci 
>. | 
Sale 
San 
San 
San 
Sav: 
Seat 
Siou 
Sout 
Spol 
Spri 
Stan 
Syra 
Tac 
Tam 
Tope 
Tren 
Tue: 
Tuls 
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Wash 
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Whee 
Wich 
Wilm 
Worc 
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corre 
in mi 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Areas--Continued 
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Number of employees (in thousands) 





















































Area 1957 1954 | 1955 
Dec Jan. | Feb Mar. Apr May May | May 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. ................ 12.9} 12.4 12.6} 12.8] 13.7] 14.7] 11.2] 11.0 
Oklahoma City, Okla................000 9.8 9.3 9.5 9.7 9.7 9.9 8.8; 10.8 
PN BIEN vc aspctects:spsnstecn otenancdsizeds 8.2 7.2 7.2 7.6 8.0 8.2 9.3 9.0 
I acu schescanicdivckesmesdtontiss 4.5 3.7 4.3 4.7 4.7 4.6 4.8 Su) 
SS Iisa sees snsoveslcve sonnet 11.1] 10.7] 10.7] 10.7 9.7 9.4 9.4} 10.4 
Pittsburgh, Pa. ..........ssseeseesses see 49.9} 42.1] 44.5] 47.2] 49.7] 52.5] 34.5] 42.4 
Bs I oi <escncineieguiveccdecdeavsons 3.9 3.3 3.2 3.3 3.3 3.7 3.1 3.4 
PI OI ok oessicnesncisnsn somacoveinasns 13.2 12.4 12.6 12.6} 13.4 13.7 12.1 13.1 
Providence, R. I. ............ 14.4} 12.0] 13.0] 14.3] 17.0] 15.4] 13.5] 15.3 
IR INL oc casscanse:cossonkoce spenusicaninn 2.0 1.8 1.8 2.0 2.1 2.3 1.7 2.0 
as iis eden witkescciacndncdsvvieidcesies 2. 3 ae 4:2 2.3 2.4 y 2.3 2.3 
Richmond, Va........ 11.4 11.0 11.1 11.6 12.2 12.7 9.5 10.8 
BNL IIS hes cxseckenen schcctaunescossete 9.6 8.4 8.2 8.5 9.4 9.9 7.8 9.1 
I I cca sciecisssinssecvesserwsenti 4.0 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.9 3.9 3.1 3.7 
Sacramento, Callif.. .............ccccccce0000 9.4 9.0 8.8 8.1 9.1 9.3 8.3 8.5 
MN Ni os sis cess pinstinnaassosils 41.5] 40.4] 36.3] 36.8] 39.4] 39.5] 41.2] 41.0] 42.8 
Sele Rae Cite, WOO on. scscsssecicssern 8.5 8.0 7.0 7.2 7.4 8.1 8.9 6.4 9.2 
I CANE ES oa essesnerrncrcaseercsne 14.2} 14.6] 14.2] 14.5] 14.4} 14.0] 14.0] 12.2] 12.9 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif....... 62.8] 60.2} 56.4] 54.9] 53.5] 55.1] 55.6] 55.6] 59.3 
Ny MER scsi eceotnsnsecessnsnncsnciie 11.4 10.5 9.8 9.4 9.1 9.8 9.8 9.2 10.2 
ON aco chccisciaiaavasacutesanapeiain’ 3.9 3.8 3.5 3.6 3.7 4.0 4.0 3.0 3.8 .8 
le WING nia sesestencesnoonces 15.6] 14.9] 14.2 14.0] 14.8 15.9} 16.8 32.7} 35.3 a 
Sioux Falls, S. D...... at 1.3 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.4] (4) 1.9 ee 
South Bend, Ind........ ins 3.5 2.8 2.6 2.6 2.7 2.9 3.2 3.1 3.6 > 
Na SN i iain icccscconnsatseniec 4.7 4.1 3.5 3.1 3.5 3.9 4.1 S25 4.7 wel 
Springfield-Holyoke, Mass. ............ 8.4 7.2 6.2 5.6 6.1 6.7 7.4 5.7 6.4 4 
Ps CL © sisnnsesacsscaccensssicsnens 4.4 4.3 4.1 4.1 4.1 4.2 4.8 3.3 4.0 ed 
S| Se 7.7 7.0 5.3 5.9 5.8 6.0 6.5 ao 7.3 -4 
Pe IIS Sasnsctse seavnccssncernseceacecss 4.3 3.8 3.6 3.4 3.5 3.9 4.1 3.7 4.1 oe 
Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla............. 47.3 Rica E74 17.7 18.0] 17.6] 17.5 11.9} 14.0 ws 
as 3.8 3.4 3.0 3.0 3.3 3.5 4.0 2.4 2.8 il 
Trenton, N. J..... 3.9 3.8 3.3 3.6 3.7 3.8 3.7 4.2 3.6 aa 
BID xe sicsan cacseccnasacennevseueuciin 4.6 4.6 4.1 4.1 3.9 xX 3.9 3.6 4.5 .8 
IN i icsiniciccsccthccccuasleathaiiniee 10.1 9.7 9.0 9.3 9.0 9.0 9.3 8.5 9.2 io 
II, BOs. We os canceccecestvasacnssesee 3.6 3.0 2.4 2.4 a3 3.0 3.6 3.4 3.3 3 
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correspondingly revised) to include not only Cobb, DeKalb, and Fulton Cos., but also Clayton Co. 


in mining. 


include not only Vanderburgh Co., Ind., but also Henderson Co., Ky. 


4 Not available. 
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Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 
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Table G-6: Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 
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- Construction Legislation 


Housing Act of 1957. = (Public Law 85-104, approved July 12, 1957.) 


This is an omnibus housing law, designed to expand and improve Government-assisted housing 
programs, and to increase the flow of mortgage credit into the housing field. Among the major pro- 
visions of P.L. 85-104 are the following: 


MINIMUM DOWNPAYMENTS FOR FHA-INSURED SALES HOUSING 


The minimum downpayments permitted by law were lowered for loans under the Federal Housing 
Administration’s sales housing programs. However, the Federal Housing Commissioner was directed 
not to lower downpayments until he had determined that the reduced payments were in the public in- 
terest, after taking into consideration (1) their effect on the national economy and on conditions in the 
building industry, and (2) the availability or unavailability of residential mortgage credit for veterans 
under the GI home loan program. Under the discretionary authority of the FHA Commissioner to fix 
downpayment requirements at or above the lower limits permitted by law, the new statutory minimum 
outlined below was made effective as of August 6, 1957. (See ‘‘Construction Regulations,’’ p. 49 
of this issue.) 


Sales Housing (Sec. 203(b)) and Urban Renewal Housing (Sec. 220) 

Minimum downpayments permitted for Sec. 203(b) Sales Housing Loans (the bulk of the FHA pro 
gram) were lowered by P.L. 85-104 to 3 percent of the first $10,000 of the appraised value of the home, 
plus 15 percent of the next $6,000, and 30 percent of the amount above $16,000. For new housing 
loans under the Sec. 220 Rehabilitation and Neighborhood Housing Insurance Program, the same mini- 
mum downpayment schedule is applicable, except that, the mortgage amount is based upon the FHA 
estimate of replacement cost of the property rather than an FHA estimate of value. The former statu- 
tory minimum downpayment was 5 percent of the first $9,000 of the appraised value (or replacement 
cost), and 25 percent of the remainder. .No change was made in the maximum amount of the mortgage 
that FHA can insure, which is $20,000 for 1- or 2-family residences. 


When the mortgagor is not the occupant of section 203 housing (e.g., a builder-mortgagor), the 
maximum amount that can be mortgaged remains unchanged at 85 percent of the mortgage loan amount 
available to the owner-occupant. 


Also unchanged from existing law is the requirement that for dwellings less than a year old 
which have not been approved by FHA for mortgage insurance before the start of construction, the 
minimum downpayment shall be 10 percent of the first $10,000 of value. 


Low-Cost Housing in Outlying Areas (Sec. 203(i)) 

The minimum downpayment on single-family houses in outlying areas for families of low and mod 
erate income, insured under section 203(i), was reduced from 5 percent to 3 percent of the appraised 
value, and the maximum loan ceiling was increased from $6,000 to $8,000. 


Servicemen’s Housing (Sec. 222) 

The existing 5 percent downpayment requirement under the section 222 housing program for 
servicemen on active duty for more than 2 years was retained, except when the downpayment under 
section 203(b), as amended by P.L. 85-104, would be lower. The maximum mortgage limit was cor 


tinued at $17,100. 


Sales-Type Cooperative Housing (Sec. 213(a)(2)) 

There was no change in the provisions of existing law which permit section 213 sales-type ce 
operative housing projects to be insured according to the requirements of section 203(b). Therefore, 
the new minimum downpayment schedule authorized in P.L. 85-104 for section 203(b) sales housiny 
loans is applicable automatically to loans for sales-type properties insured under the section 2}} 
Cooperative Housing Insurance Program. 


RENTAL HOUSING INSURANCE 
High Cost Area Allowance 


A $1,000 per room increase in the mortgage amount is authorized for FHA Sec. 207 multifamily 
rental housing projects in high cost areas, regardless of the number of rooms per unit. Under previous 
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statutory language, the additional $1,000 per room was not applicable if the unit contained less than 
4 rooms. 


FHA Rental Housing for the Elderly 
Section 207 of the National Housing Act was amended also to make it clear that aged widows, 
widowers, and other elderly single persons, as well as families, are permitted to occupy rental proj- 
B ects designed especially for elderly persons, and that small units in such projects may be especially 
designed for the occupancy of single elderly persons. In addition, an increase in the maximum mort- 
b gage amount from $8,100 to $8,400 per unit is authorized when the mortgage is to finance an elevator- 
type, rental-housing project which is to be used and occupied entirely by elderly persons. 


DISCOUNT CONTROL 


The Federal Housing Commissioner and the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs are directed to fix 

reasonable limits on the charges, fees, and discounts which may be imposed by the lender upon the 
§ builder, seller, or purchaser in connection with FHA-insured mortgages or VA-guaranteed loans. These 
limits may vary in accordance with the terms of the mortgage involved, the geographical area in which 
the housing is located, and such other pertinent factors as the Commissioner or the Administrator 
deems advisable. The controls are applicable also to charges in connection with the conventional 
construction financing used by the builder to construct the units. No loan may be insured or guaran- 
teed by the Commissioner or the Administrator unless the lender certifies that he has not imposed any 
charges, fees, or discounts in excess of those permitted. 


FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE ASSOCIATION 


Secondary Market Operations 

The maximum amount of Federal National Mortgage Association stock which sellers of mortgages 
to FNMA are required to buy was set at 2 percent of the unpaid principal of the mortgages purchased or 
to be purchased. Under prior law, FNMA could increase without limit the amount of the required stock 
purchase, the only restriction being that it could not be less than 1 percent of the mortgage amount. 
Present law retains the minimum at 1 percent. (By regulation the requirement is currently 2 percent.) 


P.L. 85-104 increases by $65 million the amount of FNMA preferred stock which can be held by 
the United States Treasury, thus increasing FNMA’s capitalization by that amount. The effect of this 
amendment is that FNMA will be able to purchase an additional $650 million of FHA-insured or VA- 
guaranteed home mortgages, since, for its secondary market operations, the agency may borrow $10 
for every $1 of its capital and surplus. FNMA’s total borrowing authority under the 10 to 1 ratio was 
taised by P.L. 85-104 to about $2.25 billion, compared with $1.6 billion previously. 


In addition, the amount of FNMA obligations that may be purchased by the United States 
Treasury was increased from $1.35 billion to $2.25 billion. This authorization, known as a Treasury 
back-up, permits the Treasury to provide interim financing for FNMA secondary market operations, 
until FNMA is ready and able to sell its debentures in the private market. 

Special Assistance Functions 

FNMA is directed, until August 8, 1958, to pay par, or 100, for mortgages purchased under its 
special assistance functions (e.g., section 213 cooperative mortgages, section 221 mortgages -for re- 
location housing for persons living in urban renewal areas, and title VIII military housing). Under 


former law, FNMA was required to pay not less than 99 for these mortgages, and this requirement was 
due to expire August 7, 1957. 


_ A ceiling was placed upon the charges and fees FNMA may impose in connection with the com- 
mitment and purchase of special assistance mortgages. The limit was set at 1-1/2 percent of the 
amount of the mortgage involved, with not more than a half of the fees and charges to be collected at 
the time the commitment is issued, and the balance payable at the time the mortgage is delivered for 
purchase. Previously, there was no statutory limitation on these fees and charges, but by regulation 
FNMA required (except for title VIII military housing mortgages) a total of 1-1/2 percent of the mort- 
gage amount--1 percent at the time of commitment and 1/2 percent at the time of delivery. 
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The amount of money available to FNMA under its special assistance functions at the discretion 
of the President was increased from $200 million to $450 million, but the authority of the President 
to use $100 million for the purchase of participation loans was repealed. 


The special assistance revolving fund for FNMA purchase of section 213 cooperative mortgages 
was increased from $100 million to $200 million, of which $50 million is reserved for mortgages of 
cooperatives certified by the Federal Housing Commissioner to be consumer cooperatives. The former 
$10 million limitation on outstanding commitments per State was increased to $20 million. Of the 
commitments in any one State, not more than $15 million may be outstanding at any time for coopera 
tives which are not consumer cooperatives. 


FNMA’s special assistance authority to purchase and make commitments to purchase title VIII 
military housing mortgages (including Capehart housing) was increased from $200 million to $450 
million. Not less than 7,5 percent of this authorization must be earmarked for mortgages insured 
under section 809 to provide sales housing for essential civilians at military research and develop 
ment centers. 


SLUM CLEARANCE AND URBAN RENEWAL 


The existing $900 million capital grant authorization for slum clearance and urban renewal was 
increased by $350 million, effective July 12, 1957. 


The proportion of urban renewal capital grant authorization that can be allocated to one State 
was increased from 10 percent to 12-1/2 percent. 


Maximum payments to business concerns displaced by urban renewal activities to reimburse then 
for moving expenses and certain business losses weré increased from $2,000 to $2,500. 


PUBLIC HOUSING 


Cost limits per room of low-rent housing were increased from $1,750 to $2,000 for regular units, 
and from $2,250 to $2,500 for units for elderly persons. 


Income exemptions for admission to, and continued occupancy of, public housing were increased 
to include: $100 for each adult with no income, and up to $600 for each member of the family other 
than the principal wage earner. These exemptions are in addition to those under previous law, which 
were: For admission, $100 for each minor; for continued occupancy, $100 for each minor or all or any 
part of the income of each minor. 


In addition, P.L. 85-104 amends the United States Housing Act of 1937 to provide that public 
housing plans and specifications shall follow the principle of modular measure, whenever the local 
housing agency deems it feasible. 


MILITARY HOUSING 


The armed services mortgage insurance program under title VIII of the National Housing Act is 
extended one year, until June 30, 1959. 


The statutory maximum average of $16,500 per family unit for housing under the title VIII pro 
gram was made applicable to each project rather than each mortgage. Since financing for a large 
project generally requires separate mortgages for the various areas of the project, and the mortgages 
in some of these areas will range somewhat higher than the $16,500 family-unit average limitation 
(although the family-unit average of all project mortgages does not exceed that limit), this amend 
ment permits greater flexibility in project planning and financing. 


The formula used by the Secretary of Defense in arriving at a just purchase price for the acquis 
sition of Wherry housing projects was revised by eliminating ‘tan allowance for physical deprecia 
tion’’ as one of the factors in determining the price, and substituting ‘tan allowance representing the 
estimated cost of repairs and replacements necessary to restore the property to sound physical com 
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dition.’’ The revised formula is designed to make it easier for the Government to purchase Wherry 
units, since it will afford more compensation to some project owners or sponsors. 


COLLEGE HOUSING 


Eligibility for college housing loans was extended to (1) public or nonprofit hospitals operating 
a school of nursing beyond the level of high school, or approved for internships by recognized au- 
thority, and (2) any agency, public authority or other instrumentality of any State established to pro- 
vide or finance housing or other educational facilities for students or faculty of any nonprofit public 
educational institution offering at least a two-year program acceptable for full credit toward a bacca- 
laureate degree. 


The college housing loan authorization was increased from $750 million to $925 million, which 
includes $25 million for loans to hospitals for housing student nurses or interns. 


VOLUNTARY HOME MORTGAGE CREDIT PROGRAM 


The Voluntary Home Mortgage Credit Program was extended through July 31, 1959. Under 
previous law, the program would have expired on August 15, 1957. 


URBAN PLANNING GRANTS 


Authority of the Housing and Home Finance Administrator to make matching urban planning 
grants was extended to official governmental planning agencies for areas threatened with rapid 
urbanization by the establishment or expansion of Federal installations. 


FARM HOUSING RESF ARCH 


The Housing and Home Finance Administrator is authorized to make research grants up to 
$300,000 annually during the fiscal years 1958 and 1959 to land-grant colleges for the purpose of 
developing methods by which more attractive and more functional farmhouses can be provided at a 
lower cost and with: better financing. 


Amendment of Atomic Energy Act of 1954 to Provide More Extensive Congressional Review of Civilian 
Atomic Power Program. (Public Law 85-79, approved July 3, 1957.) 


P.L. 85-79 amends section 261 of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, to broaden Con- 
gtessional control over Federal spending for the civilian atomic power program, by making it clear 
that certain nonmilitary reactors should be included with the types of facilities which require review 
and authorization by the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy and the Congress before funds are appro- 
priated for their construction. The previous statutory language had been interpreted by the Atomic 
Energy Commission to mean that certain experimental reactors to be constructed and owned by the 
AEC need not be specifically authorized by the Congress. 


Under the amended section 261, the scope of Congressional review is extended to cover 
(1) Government financed experimental reactors, except very small ones, and (2) cooperative arrange- 
ments through which the AEC provides Government funds for assistance to industry in the development 
and construction of reactors. 


Extension of Borrowing Authority and Clarification of General Powers of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Development Corporation. (Public Law 85-108, approved July 17, 1957.) 


This law amends the act of May 13, 1954, creating the St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation, to increase from $105 million to $140 million the total amount that the Corporation may 
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borrow from the United States Treasury, and to increase the maximum amount that can be borrowed in 
any one year from 40 percent to 50 percent of the total. It also authorizes the Secretary of the 
Treasury to defer interest on the Corporation’s bonds until the St. Lawrence project is completed and 
revenue is received from tolls, and provides that the interest so deferred is not to be charged against 
the $140-million debt limitation. However, the deferred interest payments shall themselves bea 
interest after June 30, 1960. 


In addition, P.L. 85-108 expands the powers of the Corporation to include the provision of 
services and facilities necessary in the operation and maintenance of the seaway, and participation 
with the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority of Canada in the ownership and operation of a toll bridge 
company. The United States’ portion of the tolls charged to the users of the toll bridge are earmarked 
for paying the costs of operation of the bridge, and the cost of the bridge and approaches. 


The law also provides that the Corporation shall report to Congress whenever there is a modi 
fication of plans involving an increase or decrease in cost of more than $1 million. 





Construction Regulations 


On August 5, 1957, the following actions were taken by home-financing agencies of the Federal Government: 


FHA Housing Credit Regulations Amended to Reduce Downpayment Requirements, Increase Interest Rate 
for Sales Housing Loans, Set Discount Limits, and Lower Closing Costs. (Federal Housing Administration 
Letter to All Approved Mortgagees, No. 57-11, dated Aug. 6, 1957; and Federal Register,Vol. 22, No. 152, Aug. 7, 
1957, pp- 6290-6299, 6304.) 


The Federal Housing Administration announced these major changes in its regulations affecting 
home mortgage financing: 


(1) The lower minimum downpayment requirements authorized by the Housing Act of 1957 (see 
P.L. 85-104, above) were made effective for all mortgages endorsed for insurance after August 5, 1957. 
Under the amended regulations, the minimum downpayment, exclusive of closing costs, may be 3 percent 
of the first $10,000'of the appraised value of the home, plus 15 percent of the next $6,000, and 30 per- 
cent of the amount above $16,000, up to the FHA maximum mortgage limits. 


(2) The maximum interest rate allowed on FHA-insured home mortgages was increased from 5 per- 
cent to 5-4 percent. The new rates, effective for applications received after August 5, 1957, are appli- 
cable to all home mortgages (generally sales type housing) insured according to the requirements of sec- 
tions 203, 220, 221, 222, and 809 of the National Housing Act, except sales-type cooperative housing. 
Present law authorizes the FHA Commissioner to raise the interest ceiling for sales housing to as much 
as 6 percent, if he deems it necessary to meet the mortgage market, but sets the maximum rate for co- 
operative housing at 5 percent. In addition to interest, FH'A loans carry a 4 percent insurance premium 
charge. 


Illustrations of how these new rulings affect the minimum downpayment schedule and the mortgage 
payments for 1- or 2-family dwellings covered by section 203(b) sales housing loans are presented in the 
table below. 


Minimum downpayment —— 
ee | i | a 
Value 
| __ Amount | Percent | Amount | Percent | 


1 In computing these monthly payments, which cover principal, interest, and a 4-percent insurance premium 
charge, the minimum downpayment and maximum repayment period of 30 years were assumed. Payments to interest 
and principal combined are in equal monthly installments; the FHA mortgage insurance premium, which is based 
on the outstanding balance, declines each year. 

The mortgage amounts upon which these payments are based reflect multiples of $50 up until $15,000, 
and $100 for mortgage amounts in excess of $15,000. Interest is at 5-4 percent per annum, and the monthly pay- 
ment includes 1/12th of the first annual mortgage insurance premium. 

The mortgage amounts upon which these payments are based reflect multiples of $50 up until $10,000, 
and $100 for mortgage amounts in excess of $10,000. Interest is at 5 percent per annum, and the monthly payment 
includes 1/12th of the second annual mortgage insurance premium. 


(3) As directed by the Housing Act of 1957, limits on the charges, fees, and discounts which may 
be imposed by the lender upon the builder, seller, or purchaser in connection with FHA-insured mortgages 
were fixed, and made effective for applications received after August 5, 1957. The maximum discounts 
allowable for all home mortgages bearing the new 5-'4 percent interest rate (see above), are as follows: 
pees in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont; 

2 points in Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania; 2-!4 points in 
ieee Colorado, Idaho, Michigan, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming; and 2 points 
in the remaining 28 States. Two additional points are permissible for section 213 individual sales type 
cooperative housing. 
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Irrespective of location, mortgages on project type section 213 cooperative housing and multi- 
family rental housing insured under section 207 (which bear an interest rate of 4-\4 percent) may be dis- 
counted 5 points. A 1-}4 point discount is permitted on 4-percent, section 803 military housing mortgages; 
and 2 points are allowed on multifamily rehabilitation (section 220) and multifamily relocation (section 
221) housing mortgages, which bear an interest rate of 5 percent. 


In addition to the foregoing discounts, which: may be revised from time to time, the Directors of 
FHA insuring offices may approve and permit reasonable and customary commitment and service fees, 
Also allowable are escrow funds for taxes and insurance, title and recording fees, and other closing 


expenses. 


For interim conventional construction financing, the FHA regulations permit a builder to pay in- 
terest at 6 percent, an initial service fee of 2-)4 percent of the construction loan, and certain miscellane 
ous expenses. 


(4) ‘A former requirement that one whole year’s premium for FHA insurance be paid in advance 
was rescinded. Now, instead of paying the first annual mortgage insurance premium as well as one 
month’s premium on the second year at the time of closing the loan, the borrower must pay only one 
month’s premium. The purchaser of a house with a $10,000 mortgage, for example, will have $50 less 
to pay at the time of closing under the new ruling. 


(5) The maximum loan amount for which mortgage insurance will be provided in multiples of $50 
was raised from $10,000 to $15,000. Previously, insurance was available in multiples of $50 for mort 
gages under $10,000, but for loans over $10,000, the insurance provided had to be in multiples of $100. 
This amendment to the regulations also will have the effect of cutting closing costs in many instances, 
For example, if a buyer is eligible for a $12,995 mortgage under the minimum downpayment provisions 
of the law, the former FHA requirement would have made it necessary for him to accept the lower $100 
multiple, or a $12,900 mortgage, and pay $95 additional at closing. Under the new requirement, he may 
have a $12,950 mortgage and pay only $45 additional. 


VA Loan Guaranty Regulations Amended to Limit Discounts on GI Home Loans. (Veterans Administration 
Emergency Interim Issue to Regional Offices, EM 4A-189, dated Aug. 5, 1957; and Federal Register, Vol. 22, 
No. 152, Aug. 7, 1957, pp. 6299 and 6305.) 


The Veterans Administration issued amended loan guaranty regulations setting forth the charges, 
fees, and discounts permissible on VA-guaranteed home loans. The new controls, which implement 
certain provisions of the Housing Act of 1957, are effective for appraisal requests received by VA on 
and after August 5, 1957. 


Two allowable discount scales have been fixed, depending on the amount of the downpayment, 
as follows: 


Maximum discount points 
| Downpayment Downpayment 
less than 10 percent 


10 percent or more 


State or Territory 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island 3. 0. 2.5 


Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Vermont 3.5 3.0 


Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky 4.5 4.0 


Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
North Dakota, South Dakota 4.5 4.0 


Ohio, Nebraska, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin 4.5 4.0 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, West Virginia, Texas 5.0 4.5 


Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Oregon, Puerto Rico, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, Virgin . 
Islands 
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The minimum downpayment permitted by VA is 2 percent, and the maximum interest rate is 4-!4 percent. 
Discounts cannot be charged to a veteran buying a home under V/A guaranty, but must be absorbed by the 
builder or the seller. 


Other amendments to the regulations provide that: 


(1) For interim conventional construction financing, builders may pay up to 6 percent interest, 
a service charge of 2-'4 percent of the construction loan, and certain technical and miscellaneous ex- 
penses. 


(2) Builders may pay a commitment fee of 1 percent of the GI loan to the lender making a loan to 
the veteran, or to the investor who agrees to buy the loan from the originating lender. 


(3) No charge may be imposed against or paid by a builder or seller in connection with a ‘‘ware- 
housing’’ or ‘‘standby’’ arrangement for VA-guaranteed loans at prices which involve discounts in ex- 
cess of the VA permissible maximum. 


(4) The acceptance of stock of the Federal National Mortgage Association by the builder in con- 
nection with the Association’s purchase of the guaranteed loan made on the dwelling unit constructed 
and sold by the builder to the veteran borrower will not -be considered by VA to be an increment of -dis- 
count. 


(5) A builder or seller may not pay a commitment fee or absorb a discount in excess of the com- 
mitment fee or the discount authorized by VA even though the commitment or discount would be incurred 
in connection with the purchase of the loan by FNMA. 


(6) Sellers of used homes also are limited to the allowable discount and commitment fees. 


FNMA Announced New Purchase Price Schedules for FHA and VA Mortgages and for Standby Commitments. 
(Federal National Mortgage Association press release No. 319, issued Aug. 5, 1957.) 


The Federal National Mortgage Association announced that the price it would pay for the new 
5-4 percent FHA-insured mortgages offered under its Secondary Market Operations program would range 
from 98 to par, or 100. For FHA mortgages bearing 5 percent, the new purchase price ranges from 96 to 
98 (formerly 97-'4 to 99-14); and for 4-)4 percent mortgages, which may be either FH A-insured or V A- 
guaranteed, it ranges from 92 to 94 (formerly 93-}4 to 95-)4). Prices vary by areas and by the amount of 


mortgagor’s equity. The new schedule will apply to all offerings received by FNMA on or after August 6, 
1957. 


In addition, FNMA announced that it was increasing its purchasing and marketing fee for mort- 
gages purchased over-the-counter from }4 percent to 1 percent for readily marketable mortgages, and from 
1 percent to 1-}4 percent for mortgages of lesser marketability. 


The agency also released a new price schedule for standby commitments. FNMA will issue advance 
commitments to buy 5-4 percent mortgages for its secondary market operations at 94. The price for 5 
percent mortgages was reduced from 94 to 92, but for 4-}4 percent mortgages it was continued at 90. 
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